FOREIGN COMMERCE WITH CHINA. 133

Transhipmenl of goods. Subordinaic Consular officers. Dispdes lo be seltled,

for English merchants, fraudulently abscond with the property, the
Chinese authorities will do their best fo apprehend them j but at the
same time, the English merchants must take every due precaution
for the safety of their goods.

XI. TRANSHIPMENT oF GooDns.

No English merchant ships may tranship goods without special  XI. Traw-

. shipments on-

permission ;5 should any urgent case happen where transhipment isih w i vl
necessary, the circumstances must first be submitted to the consul, e, 1
who will give a cerlificate to that effect, and the superintendent of
customns will then send a special officer to be present at the tran-
shipment. If any one presumes to tranship without such permission
being asked for and obtained, the whole of the goods so illicitly

transhipped will be confiscated.

X11l. SunorpiNATE CoxnsunLar OFFICERS.

AT any place selected for the anchorage of the English merchant il Suber.

dinste ollice ry

ships, there may be appointed a subordinate consular officer of ap-m 1o -
proved good conduct to exercise due control over the seamen and fuchorum o
others, Ile must exert himself to prevent quarrels between the ™ =ik
[inglish seamen and natives, this being of the utmost importance.

Should anything of the kind unfortunately take place, he will in

like manner do his best to arrange it amicably. 'When sailors go

on shore to walk, officers shall be required to accompany them, and

should disturbances take place such ofhicers will be held responsible.

The Chinese officers may not impede natives from coming alongside

;,Im s(llxips, to sell clothes or other necessaries to the sailors living on

soard,

XIIl. DisruTrks BETWEEN BnritisH Suniects AND CHINFSE.

WueNEVER a British subject has reason to complain of a Chinese, e o

s to e

he must first proceed to the Consulate, and state his grievance. The % e, if e
consul will thereupon inquire into the merits of the case, and do gy wtius.
his utmost to arrange it amicably. In like manner, if a Chinese "™

have reason to complain of a British subject, he shall no less listen

to his complaint and endeavor to settle it in a friendly manner.  If  imssrsaf
un Iinglish merchant have occasion to address the Chinese autho- Bl s
ritics, he shall send such address through the consul, who will aes: ofiicers.
sce that the language is becoming ; and if otherwise, will direct it

lo be changed, or will refuse to convey the address. If unfortunately

any disputes take place of such a nature that the. consul cannot

arrange them amicably, then he shall request the assistance of a

Chinese officer that they may together examine into the merits of P
the case, and decide it equitably. Regarding the punishment of of Chiness
English criminals, the English government will enact the laws i';,‘,.’ﬁlfj‘*”""‘"“"“
necessary {o attain that end, and the consul will be empowered to

put them in force ; and regarding the punishment of Chinese crimi-

nals, these will be tried and punished by their own laws, in the

way provided for by the correspondence which took place at Nan-

king afier the concluding of the peace,



)4 FORTIGN COMMERCE WITH CUINA.

British erwisers. Securily for vessels. Import Trady

XIV. DBurrrisu GoveEnrNMENT CRUIZERS ANCHORING WITHIN THE PoRrTs.

ooy, 1a- AN English government cruizer will anchor within each of the

nl wiltbe s fiye ports, ‘that the consul may have the means of better restraining
pore. - ““aailors and others, and preventing disturbances. But these govern-
ment cruizers are not to be put on the same footing as merchant
vessels, for as they bring no merchandize and do not come to trade,
they will of course pay neither dues nor charges. The resident
consul will keep the superintendent of customs duly informed of
the arrival and departure of such government cruizers, that he may

take his measures accordingly.

XV. Ox THE SEcUuRITY To BE GIVEN FoR BrITIsH MERCITANT VESSELS.
sV. The [ has hitherto been the custom, when an English vessel entered

Britisii Consnil

wil In use-the port of Canton, that a Chinese hﬂntr-merchant stood security
Brinship. for her, and all duties and charges were p'ml through such security
merchant. But these security merchants being now done away
with, it is understood that the British consul will henceforth be
security for all British merchant ships entering any of the aforesaid

five ports,

Scction 3.

TABULAR STATEMENT

OF TIIE FOREIGN IMPORT TRADE WITH CHINA.

This and the succeeding statements relating to the foreign trade
with China were drawn up by R. Thom, when engqged with the Chi.
nesc commissioners in seltling the new tariff. It contains in the

152 column.—List of the articles of import.
3d , The impertal duties and charges, so far as they could be
ascertained.

4th ,, The former actual duties upon the goods, or an approxima.
tion to them.

oth ,, 'I'he present new dufies carried out in taels, mace, can.
dareens, cash; and in dollars and cents. The third column
in £ s. d. is carried out at so much per cut. or per Ib., an-
swering to the pecul or catty in the other two columns.
Otherwise it is for the same amount, i, e. as when the duty
is levied per hnndred, per piece, dozen, &c. This is for the
convenience ol those who are conversant with the English
currency,

6th ,, ‘T'he average annual importation at a moderate estimate.

7th ,, The average prices of imports taken from a succession of
years.

8th ,, The value annually imported, deduced from the two preceding.

Mk ,, The per centape of the new duties on this annual valuation,

1048 ,, The cshmated total amount of duties upon each article,



TABULAR STATEDNENT

REGARDING THE FOREIGN IMPORT TRADE WITIH CHINA
& i
wmowss oe rore. | wen. | AERT | AT | mew oumms. | RS | o | e |SR|sea
T.a.c.c. | T.M.C.C. | T.M.C.C.| g CE£ S, D. TAELS,
I Assafoetida,...oooiiieinenn... pecul.}] 1200 3410 | 1000} 1.40(0 5 03 peculs. 150[$10 per pel.| $1,500 (13 150
2 BeesWiX,iiiiiiiiiiiiii i, ’ 0800 2140 | 1000| 1.40{0 5 04| ,, 100] 25 2,500 | 5 100
3 Betelenut,.oi i ’9 01412 03233 01501 0.21(0 0 9 y 20,000 21 56,250 | 9 | 3,750
4 Bichode mar,..ccovevvvinnnne..... . 03081 06409 '
do. Ist sort, or black,... ... . —_— — 0800 | 1.12[0 4 03] ,, 100|850, 5,060 | 2 80
do. 2 sort, or white,...... 2 — — 02040 0230 1 0O . 100f 12, 1,200 | 2 20
D5 Birds-nests,...ooieeiiieianiinnn.... ’9 39019, 4084
do. 1si sort, or cleaned,...... . . — — D000 | U1 b 2L cutties 100|230 per cat, 3,000 4 5
do. 2d sort, or good middling,| ,, — —_ 2500 3 471012 74 . 100 “15 . 1,54 l 21
do. 3dsort,or uncleaned,..... R . — — 0500 0.70[0 2 G} ,, 100 3 300 4 4
6 Camphor, (Malay)............... o HORT27.3(1057 5H 04 S -
do. 1st quality, or clean,. caity. — — 1000 14010 5 04 ., 150($20 3,000 | 7 150
do.  2d quality, or refuse,.| — —_ 0500|0700 2 63 . 100" 10 . 1,000 | 7 50
7 Cloves, 1st quality, or picked {pecul.| 2000 88040 15001 210§0 7 G¥| peculs 200 $‘7‘{} pu:-r pel. 4,000 |10 300
do. 2d ,, or mother cloves|{ , 1400 2020 0500 ) 0.7010 2 G%| , 100 7 700 | 94 50
28 Clocks, large,weighingd5U00cat.| cach. | 1309 1.4 13252 ’ ” i
do. middle size, ,, 300 ,, . 65716 6667.9
do. small size, ,, 1060 ,, 's 13348 1366.9
Time-pieees, and gold watch-
@S yiusrareioacnecaiannracana per Slcatties)] 10202 1030.8
Other kinds of watches, per | o, 0515 0VH175
Clocks, watches, spy-glasses,
writing-desks, clressmn'-
boxes, perf‘umery, cutlery,
hardw are, &c., &c oo 9 p.cent.jad vallorem. 130,000 | 5 | 5,000

YN HLLTAA IOYANIKNOD NOHITHO]



e
wrowss o weowr. | e | WEEAT | agmar | smw opoees || e | N | 27| sem
T.M.C.C. T.L.C.C. [ TM.C.C. | & c.|]£ 5. D. TAELS
Y Canvas, of 30 a 40 yds. by 24
a 31 inches wide.....ovvvne. bult. 0300 0590 0500 07040 3 0 | bolts 200 ﬁ 8 per bolt. o 1,600 5 100
10 Cochineal,.......ooiiaiiiii pecul.| 13348 1816.9 5000 69411 5 23| peculs 200] 100 per pel. 20,000 64| 1,000
Coral, 1st quality coral, & beads 5y 1128 3 906.1|1284 282
do. 2d quality of coral,...... 1 70583770904
do. 38d quality of coral,...... 99 12885H.9] 12918
do. 4th quality of coral,......f 4 6468.7 650 0.8'
11 Cornelians, 100 stones estimadt-
ed at 6 catties 4 taels,.......|kend. | 16075 16095 05004 0.7010 4 0O S0 p. hund.| estimated
do. DBeads,........ cevaes|pecul. ] 123809 12918 (10000 (13.89|1210 4% %130 per pel.jat 100,000{10 7,700
12 Cotton, . .ccvveereenevrrans devesiavae] 9y 0298 1740 0400 05Gj0 2 04|pis.500,000] K10 ,, 5,000,000{ o4{200,000
13 Cotton Manufactures, viz:—
1st qutllf! ty Longeloths, white, )
8. of O catties,........ A peeee. 64431 06459 - _ . ol 12
Edl unlity meclntha, wlite . 09285 0% 0 o }[} 150 | 0.210 0103|ps. 100,000{$3 per piece] 300,000| 6% 15,000
3d quullty L.unn cloths gray or
unbleached, B enttics,....... " 00693 0373 0100 0.14|/0 0 74| ps. 400,000{ 2% 1,000,000 5% 40,000
Twilled cloth, white or gray| ,, 02848 02864 0100 0.14/0 0 7lps. 20,000; 2% ,, 50,000{ o4} =,000
Cambrics and Muslins,.. .9 02848 02864 0150} 02110 010§
Chintz and Prints per clmnrr chang.l 025903 02609
Chintz and prints per picce of
i’ =1 « 30 yards,.. SSERRLPO, | picee. —_ — 0200 0280 1 0 {ps. 10,000 3 ,, 30,000 9 | 2,000
dkfs, large, i.c. §odonrgine |0n | 0020 | 0030 | 0015|0240 0 1 § 0z, 5 2 s ;
do. small, Let§oimmrsstnl | 0010 | 0015 | 0010]|.012[0 0 03fseo™ OB perdoz) - 75,000110 1 6,000
Ginghnms, picce of 5 catties. | piece. 023848, 028064
Ginghams, Pulicates, dyed
Cottons, Velveleens, silk
& colton mixtures, woolen
& eotton mixtures, and all
Kinds of funcy goods,..oo.. ] iii i iiceces eve v vcaono 5 p.cent.|ad vnllurom. 10,000] 5 100

06
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RN

1.:,._.

i1 Cotton Yarnn, & cotton thread,
19 UConw Bezoar,.,
160 Cutch,. ......
17 Llephants’
whole,....oiiviiii...
Eley shants’ Teeth, 2d quality,
hrulmn, .........................
I3 IFishmaws, . coooeiivinnnas earanan
11 Flints,.....
JI) Glass, Gluaswarﬂ and Crystal
’ T WATe,..
2] Gnmbier, ............................
2 Grmseng, st quality,........... .
du. ©  2d quality, or refuse,,
 Gold and Slh er Tllread st
aqnality, or "real,.. ;... ...
Gold and Silver Thruad, 2d
quality, or nnitation,
21 Gums: Benjamin,
Olibaniun,
Myrrh,. i
Gums unenwinerated,
25 Horns, bufiulo and bullocks’. ..
26 Forns, unicorn or rhinoceros’,
27 Linen, fing, 20 a 30 ydrds b}
2 a0 37 IR, e,
L.inen, coarse, or linen and
cotton 111ixtures, silk and
linen mixtures, &c.,.........
i Mace, or flower of Hlltlllf}lf
Mother-o'- -pearl shells,...
s Metals, viz ;—
Coppey, unmanufactured, as

Teeth, Tst 'q.l*lln.‘lii't.'y,
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pelfa . 25,000|%25 per pel.
eials. 300 10 per cat,
pels. 5,000 3 per pel.,

' 500 50

1 100] 25 3

v 1,000 80 3

» 1L,000f 24 5,
pels. 4,000{$2} per pel.

yy 1,000y 6O ,,

" o00] 10
catties. 100 %25 per cat.

w100V 5 -
pels. 100} 15 per pel.

, 50000 .4 ]

1 10y 7 »
pels. 400|830 per pel.
Y 300 &80
yis. IG,OUO 4 per yd.
pels.. 10 %100 pr. pel.

2,000 4

’ 10 30

5,000
2,500

425,000
3,000
15,000

25,000

9 500
75,000
500

10,000
0,000
(60,000

800
1,500
20,000
70

' 12,000
15,000

8,000

1,000
8,000

13

P

13
104
104

300

10
400

10
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ARTICLES OF IMPORT. PER. | 'DOFIES. | DUTIES. NEW DUTIES. porr, | APRiaes | NNUY | 25| oo,
) T.M.C.C. | T.™M.c.C. | T.M.C.C.| & C.|£ s. D. TAELS.
Copper, manufactured as in |
sheets, rods, &c.,............ pecul.| 0400 1620 15001{ 210{0 7 63| peculs 50($40 per pecl.] &2,000 | 5 70
Iron, unmanufaec. as in pigs, 1 01799 0212 0100 0.14{0 O © 99 2,000 1 39 l 2,000 {13 200
do. manufu as in bars, rods,l 01799 0212 { 0150 02110 O 9 " 23 000 2 . 46,000 {10 3,450
Lead,in p:gs or manufactured . 04365 06036 0400} 056(0 2 0Of ,, 3D,BUU 4 120,000 13 | 12,000
bpelter, VORI B — | — 0400 0.56|0 2 03| ,, 100f 6 ,, 600 1 9 40
g AT - VT " 10782 15153 100043 14010 5 03] ,, 5,000, 14 70,000 | 94| 5,000
Tin plates,... ' e — 0400 056|]0 2 0Ollboxes.] 000 8 bxof 1121. 8,000 { 6 300
Qumkﬂilver . " 15916 16237 3000 4.171015 Jdipcculs. 100 $100 perpel.| 10,000 | 4 | 300
Steel, unmanuf. Enrr anwed ’ 04365/ 06186 0400)| 0560 2 04 , 500} 5% 2,700 (10 200
UGnenumerated metals,........ . — — 10 p. cent{ad va|lorem. *
31 Nutmegs, 1stsort,or cleaned,.|pecul.} 18482 42803 2000} 2781010 1 |peculs, 40| 70 per pcl. 2,800 | 4 80
do. 2dsort, or uncleaned . 0600 0980 10003 14010 & 04 10! 35 ,, 350 | 4 10
Pearls,.. — — -— — — — — 300,000 ‘
32 Pepper, (Muluy) ___________ ’5 05649 0897 0400} 0560 2 03/ , 10,000 5 per pcl)| 50,000 (11 4,000
33 Putchuck,....oceiviiriniiiinnen. ’ 1014 156861 0750 1.0410 3 94 ., 1,000} 10 10,000 |10 750
B4 ROLANS, ... currssnorns voreens i, 1 01799 0362 | 0200]0280 1 0| , 10,0000 3 30,000 | 9 | 2,000}
3D Rme, pudd}r, and grain of all |
kinds,.......... Creeraneeterees — — Free 200,000
36 Rose Maloes,..cooviviiniiinannnen pecul. I 3000 2900 1000 140(0 5 O03ipeeuls, 50; 15 per pel. 70 | 9 I 50
37 Saltpetre; sold only to gnveqn- 1
ment,.. . 3 prohi|bited. 03001} 0.42{0 1 63 ., 10,0000 7 70,000 | © 3,000
38 Shark’ Hﬁns, Tst Eﬂrf. or whlte ’ 04365 10086 10001} 14010 5 04 l,ﬂﬁﬂl 30 30,000 | 4 1,000
do. fins 2d sort, blnck % - 043 6.5?‘ 10086/ 0500 0.70}0 2 6% , 2,000 16 ,, 30,000 | 4 | 1,000
303 Skins and furs, vizs: - :
Cow and ox hides, tanned or l r
L Untanned,......o.rveoeieieenndl 9 | 0200 | 0460 [ 0500{ 0700 2 64 ,; 10| 10 100 | 64 5
‘Sea otter Ekmﬂ, ............ ..l cach.|] 12886 12918} 1500 2100 9 1
F'uxdskma, lurge,... . 0050 g 5 4 g:—- g 15 g g%%} g 010%
o. small,.. ..o ena.n. ’3 0025 7 2.5 07 . .
Tiger, leopurd, marten skins.| o 0100 01329 0150 ‘2110 31'35: presumed;value. 160,000 a&l 4,000

-
G0
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40
41
42
43
44
45

46

47

Land otter, raccoon, shark’s,,
Beaver shinS,i.eecieiierernnenns

Hare, Rnhhit, Ermine,

Smalts, ..
Soap,
Stﬂukﬁsh “&e., vy

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Seahorse teeth. ......
Treasure & specieof’all kinds,
Wine, Beer, Sp:nts, &e., &c.,

do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.

Sandalwood,..
Sapan wood,,

Unenumerated wnuds ........ .
Woolen Mnnufactures, Vi
Blankets of all kinds,
Broadcloths, Spnnmh stripes,
habit cluths &c., per 141 ins.

Lnn ells,.

rleys, ﬂnnne] &e. rgrrriaes .o
Dutch Cmnlets
English Cﬂmlets
Imitation camlets ,bombazetts,
Bunting (narrow)
Unenumerated woolen goods,

silk and woolen, cotton &
woolen mixtures,

48 Woolen Yarn,:.

In

llllllllllllllll

Articles unenumerat&dmthetur:ﬁ' 1

In quart bnttles
pint hottles,,
In nusks
Woods, viz; Ebnny,. voe

------

& hans LI BB

lllllllll | ]

|||||||||||||||
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2312 2000, 278012 0

7300 | 5000 6.94{1 5 0 r
0512 | 0500] 07010 3 0 |}

861902 4000 5.55{1 0 2 lpeculs. 100 $50 per pel,

— 05300/ 0700 2 63| ,, 1,000 7

— 0400 0.56(0 2 0} ,, ‘300 6 -

— ¢ 2000 | 278|010 1 5y 2007 30

— Free. presumed|amount
0507 — 4

— {1 10001] 14010 6 ©

— 0500¢070/0 3 0 presumed|value

~— 0500, 07010 2 63
0362 | 0150]| 0.2110 0 9 |pels. 2,000,82 per pecul
16244 0500 07010 2 6% , 70000 6
0670 { 0100} 01410 0 6| , 1,000;f 14 ,,

— 10 p. cent J
0230 | 0100} 0.14}0 0 7} pﬂfrs,l 0005 per pair.
1242 | 0150 0210 011 ys 400,000| 31 per ynrd
03695 0070 .093]0 0 S5%lpecs. 75, .000]" 7 p. piece.
03892 0070 .093|0 0 5i|yds. 2 000 4 per yard
12018} 0150 2110 011 | pes. 1, 500 30 p. piece.
07784 0070 .0930 0 5% 3000 20
03892 0035 .05/0 0 24| ,, '500{ 5 ’
01967 0015| .020 0 14 ,  §0O] 2

. ' |'

— D p.cent.

— 4171015 1ilpeculs, 100[$75 per pecl.

— o p. cent.j }

Total estimated amount of legal trade, $11,200,370
13, 794 630

Add the Opium Trade, roughly estimated at,

5,000
7,000
1,800
6,000

1,000,000

10,000
4,000

42,000
1,500

5,000

400,000
525,000
1 UBD
45, 000

(j[] 000

: 2 ,000
I 000

v 500

© S
o Rl T

5
|

400
200
120

400}

400

300
3,500
100

200

15,000
31, al][)
35|

2 250
2 835
86

38

300

1. 456,275

Estimated total value of Goods imported into China,

@25 000,000

T. 466,270

'WNIHD HLIAA FOUININ0D NDITUOI

06



100 FOREIGN COMMERCE WITH CHINA,

Swmmary of Import Table. Agur-ugar ; s uses. Amber.

Summary of the preceding. ~ Pe Toul

Total amt. Cent. Dugits.

Opium, Rice, Treasure, and Pearls, which are free,
smuggeled, or contraband,......... : . 15,594,630
Glnsencr both kinds, much of wluch is smuggled, 65,0001 80 | 39,750
Raw Cnttun. ......... s erie et atretetiraessierraenrn s 5,000,6001 5% 1 200,001
Cotton manufactures of all kinds, and Cotton yarn,
as per statement, Section 7......cocovviivrvvninsnnn 2,090,000 6 | 90,400
Woolen manufactures of all kinds, as per statement.
Section 7... vesrevaremnsnenenees 1,047,000 G 52,241
Metals of all kmds, amountmn' to.. crrenetennenens 201,650 11 | 21,575
All other kinds of goods, amountmn' £0urerreerorrens 941,720 74| 52,306

Total as above, §25,000,000 . 456,275

| Section 3.
DESCRIPTION

OF TIHE ARTICLES OF IMPORT.

[The chief part of these articles is extracted from the Chinese Repository,
Vol. 1L, pages 447—472, where they were first published. Many additions
}mwever, have been here made and the remarks of Mr.-Thom upon the
foregoing statement embodied therem, making the whole paper a pretty full
description of the principal articles of import into this market. The figures
placed before some of the names is the number they bear in the tariff; and
all the articles mentioned in the preceding statement are here deacrlbed

under the number and title they there bear]

Acar-acar. This is the Malay name for the tenacious jelly or
glue, made chiefly from the Gigarlina lenar, 2 marine fucus; it is
brought to this country from the Archipelago, as well as made here,
and is applied to many useful purposes. The bamboo lattice work
of lanterns is covered with paper saturated with this gum, which
when dried, is semi-transparent; it is also used in paper and silk
manmufactures. It is incomparable as a paste ; and is not liable fo he

eaten by insccts. When boiled with sugar, it forms a sweet, glutin-

ous jelly, called m Canton éﬁ“ Z';ll': ﬂ}f} wong léung fan, which is
used as a sweetmeaf, and sold on stalls in the streets, It 1s brought
from New Holland, New Guinea, and other adjacent islands; be-
tween 400 and 500 peculs are imported annually by the Chinese, at
a prime cost of $13 to 82 per pecul. Its cheapuess and admirable
qualities as a paste, render it worthy the attention of other countries;
when cooked with sugar if resembles calve’s-foot jelly, and is often

seen on tables.

Arn. See Wine.
Axiser. This fossil is found on the shores of several islands of

the Indian Archipelago, and 1 some-small quantities on the coast of



FOREICN COMMERCE WITH CHINA. 101

Fulse amber. Ambergris, where found, und how lesled. Arrack ; its manfucture,

China and Tungking. A considerable part of the amber in the mar-
kets of the east, comes from the eastern coast of Africa; and as far
as investigation has gone, it is found 1n greater or less quantities on
all extended lines of seacoast, having been brought from the shores of
Burope, America, Afrlca, and the istands south of Asia. Its value
was formerly very great in those countries of the cast, where it was
used for ornaments and incense ; but other substances, cheaper and
more odoriferous, have superseded it. Transparent picces of-a lively
yellowish brown color are the best, and if there are insects in it the
value is greatly increased, but if the pieces are opaque and foul, they
are almost valueless. The price is from $8 to $14 per catty, accord-
ing to the quality and size of the pieces. Ialse -amber is brought
from India, and sold in Canton at prices almost as great as those
which the genuine article bears. '
AyBeRreRris. This has been often confounded with amber, which
it resembles somewhat in appearance, and is uséd for nearly the same
purposes. The origin of the two, however, difiers widely ; ambergris
heing a substance found in the infestines of the spermacet whale
(Ph Jset_er macrocephalus). 1t is probably generated in the - ammal
when it-is diseased, ‘thoush whether 1t be the eflect or cause 1s not
ascertained : 362 ounces have been taken from the body of a single
whale. Kempfer asserts that the Japanese collect it in. this manner.
Most of it, however, is picked up after strong winds, on the shores of
the ntmerous islands of the Indian and Pacific oceans. "The shores
of Africa afford ambergris in considerable quantities and in large
pieces. Good ambergris is a solid, opaque, ash-colored, or marbled,
fatty, inflammable substance, with little black spots within, much
lighter, - but somewhat resembling wax, and gives oft an agreeable
fragrant odor when heated. The Chinesc test its goodness by throw-,
ing some of it, seraped very fine, into boiling hot tea, Where, if pure,
it will diffuse itself” equally through the fluid. It has but little taste
or smell when cold, but when handled it emits a fragrant odor. It
swims on water. The pure white, which is apparently smoolh and
homogeneous, ought {o be rejected, as it is commonly factitious.
Arnack. This spirituous liquor is distilled from difierent sub.
stances in the several countries where 1t 1s manufactured; on which
account that made at different places is often found to vary much in
strength and taste; the three principal kinds are made in Batawvia,
(zoa, and Colombo.” That from the former place is the strongest, and
15 distilled from a mixture of 62 parts of molasses, 3 of {oddy or palm
wine, and 35 of rice. 'The process of making it isas follows, and
much resembles that for making samshoo ; the rice is first boiled, and
after cooling, a quantity of Vcast is added and the whole pressed into
baskets, in which condition it is placed over tubs, and left for cight
days ; during this time, a liquor flows abundantly from the rice. This
]:quor is distilled and then mixed with the molasses and toddy, which
15 all left to ferment for a week in large vats; after the fermentation
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is over, the arrack is distilled one, two, or three times, according to
the strength required. In its effects, this spirif 1 like rum or gin,
though in a less degree, and is a source of much inebriation among
all classes, accompanied with the disease and distress attendant upon
intoxication in other countries; its intoxicating qualifies are often
increased by the infusion of other substances by the nafives, ag
hemp.seed, &c. That made at Java is chiefly for home consumption,
but is exported to China and India, where it is sold at 40 cents a gallon
for the best, and 27 or 30 cents {for the poorest. Very little is brought
to China, and altogether in junks. The arrack produced at Goa is
sweeter than that which comes from Java, being made entirely from
toddy, by repeated distillation. 1Itis preferred by the Hindis to the
Batavian on that account, through it is an inferior spirit, contammg
only one seventh of pure alcohol.

1. Assar@ripa. This is the concrete juice of the Ferula as.
safetida, a tree which grows in Persia. ‘Lo obtain i, the roots, after
the carth is removed, are covercd with leaves to defend them from the
sun for forty days; they are then cut off transversely, and the thick
milky juice exudes and thickens on the wound ; this when hard is
scraped off and another section made. This operatwn is repeated
until ihe root is exhausted of juice. The gum 1s nauseous and bitter,
and as it grows old loses its efficacy. 'The masses are composed of
grains, of a variegated color ; the best color is a pale-red, having the
grains nearly whnte the odor should be penetrating, and when the
piece is broken, the fracture ought to bear a marbled appearance.
The vessels employed to carry this drug are so scented with the
odor, that they spoil most other goods. 1t is brought to this market
from Bombay, and ranks high in the materia medica of the Chinese
physician, :

2. Beeswax. This article has been introduced by foreigners from
the Indian Archipelago and Europe, though the Chinese also collect
it themselves. 1In the islands where the bees are found, the natives
collect the wax from the nests in the forests, disregarding the honey,
which is litile in quantity and worthless, ‘The islands of Timor and
Timorlaut afford beeswax in suflicient quantity to form an import-
ant arficle of export; the Portuguese there send away 20,000 peculs
annually to China and India, at a prime cost of $5 per pecul; Chi-
nese junks 1mport it through Macao. The consumption is small,
In the eastern parts of China, the product of the tallow tree (Stil-
lingia sebifera), and beef and hog’s tallow in the south, are used in
the manufacture of candles, Wax is only employed to incase the
tallow or lard, which, from the heat of the climate and its unclarified
condition, never becomes hard.

3. Berer.Nur. The leaf of the betel pepper (Piper betle), and
the nut of the areca palm (Areca catechu), together constitute this
article, which is improperly called betel-nut, and which is used as a
masticatory so universally throughout the East. But as an article of
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commerce, the nut 1s always sold separatcly, under the name of
s betel-nut,’ so called because always used with the leaf of the betel
)eppers

l l%he habit of chewing this preparation has extended from the is.
lands, where the plant is found, to the continent of Asia, and it is
now used from the Red sea to the Pacific ocean. The areca nut is
the fruit of a slender palm, not above six inches in diameter and
about thirty feet high. 'The tree produces fruit from the age of five
to twenty-five years. The nut resembles a nutmeg in shape, color,
and internal structure, but is a little larger and harder. ‘The annual
produce of a single tree is averaged at fourteen pounds; and the
little care requisite in procuring it allows the cultivator to sell it at
the rate of about half a dollar a pecul. In the Deccan, the expense
of rearing the palm is much greater, and the crop more precarious.
The betel pepper is the vine from which the leaf is obtained, and
for which alone it is cullivated. The flavor of the leafis very peculiar,
being between a herbaceous and an aromatic taste, and is a little
pungent. This vine requires a rich soil where there is abundance of
water. The tree on which it is supported, it is affirmed, affects the
quality and guantity of the produce. It is cultivated throughout the
south of China.

The preparation of the betel-nut for use is very simple, The nut
is cut into slices, and wrapped in the raw fresh leaves together with a
quantity of quick-lime, enough to give it a flavor. All classes of
people among the Islanders, male and female, are in the habit of chew-
ing it. ¢« It sweetens the breath,” so say those who use if, «rectifies
and strengthens the stomach, and preserves the teeth;” it also gives
the teeth, lips, and gums a dark red color, which 13 esteemed a mark
of beauty in proportion to its darkness. There is less objection against
its use than that of tobacco; its narcotic properties are not so great,
and the taste is more pleasant. Persons of rank carry it prepared for
use in splendid cases, suspended from their girdles. Poor people are
contented with cases of any kind, provided they contain the substance
itself, A present of one of these cases is esteemed a mark of high
favor and friendship, and is valued accordingly. Among some of
the inhabitants of the Indian Archipelago, to refuse, on meeting a
friend, to accept the betel-nut 1s regarded as an offense, and satisfac-
tion 1s demanded. So interwoven into their 1deas has the practice
become, that figures of beauty are taken from it, and a face is not
acconnted beautiful, unless the mouth be stained of a dirty red round
the outside of the lips.

The nuts when prepared are of two sorts, the boiled and the raw;
the one is the nut alone, the other the nut cut into slices and boiled
with a small quantity of cufch and then dried. Another method
of curing the nuts is to split and dry them hastily over a fire, or to
dry them slowly without splitting. The betel.nut 1s scldom carried
lo Europe or America. Most of that imported into China comes
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from Java, Singapore, Sumatre, and Penang; the tree also grows
in Hainan, and large quantities find their way thence into-the- coun.
trv, of which no account is known. It is prepared for use here in
the same manner as in the Islands, except that the Chinese usually
color the lime with cinuabar, Betel nut is not so extensively used in
the south of China as among the southern islanders; and in the north
it is rather a luxury, as the pepper does not grow freely there.

This articie, together with pepper, spices, and other products of the
Indian Archipelago, commonly known as Sirails’ produce, has been
hitherfo chiefly imporied through Macao, owing to' the high' port
charges at Whampoa ; but in {uture the greater part of those articles
will follow the course of the general trade, and be infroduced into
the ports direct. The trade in' native vessels will therefore probably
decline when it comes in competition with foreign boitoms, which
are so much safer and cheaper, so that it 1s likely thiat:the junks will
crclong almost cease to and from China and the principal entrepbts
in the Archipelago. 'T'he average price of betel nut is nearer $3 per
pecul, than the $2.50 in the Table. .

4. DBicuo pE nax, or biche-de-mer, or tripang. This slug, (Ho.
lothurion 7) as 1ts name imports, is a product of the sea, and resembles
that often scen in damp places on land. 1t forms one of the imipor.
tant arficles of commerce between the islands of the Indian Arcliipela.
vo and China. It s found on all the islands from New Holland {o
Sumaira, and also on most of those in the Pacific.- 1t is produced in
the greatest abundance on small coral islands, especially those to the
south and cust of the Sl group. Among the islanders it is known
by the name of tripang ; the Chinese at Canton call it hoy-shum, which
means sea-ginseng. It is an 1ll looking amimal, -and has- but- few
powers of locomotion in common with other gasteropode. It is some-
times two feet long ; but its common length is from four-io ten inches;
and its diameter.two or three., - Its lentacule are short, and when the
animal is captured. are folded up under its body. - It is taken with {he
hand by natives, who often'dive for it ; and after it has been cleangsed;
dried, and smoked, it is fit for sale. Tor a long time the Chinese
were ‘the sole carriers of the article ; but recently foreigners have
engaged in the trade. In the market, it appears hard and rigid, an
has a dirty brown color:; when brought to the table, it resembles pork-
rind in color and consistency. The Chinese use it by itself, or as an
ingredient in other dishes, and consume large ' quantities nder the
beliet that it is an aphrodisiac. The varieties into which they divide
it are about thirty, varying in price from §80 down to S14 per pecul,
but unless one’ is’ well acquainted with-the article it is impossible to
distinguish them; a great deal of this article -is imported mto Macao,
in junks and Portuguese vessels.: In the tanff; all the sorts idre ar-
ranged under the two heads of hlack and white, |

5. Birvs’.nests. These, which owe their celebrity only to the
whimsteal luxury of the Chimese,'are brought principally * from Java
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and Sumatra; though they are found on most of the rocky islets of
the Indian Archipelago. The nest is the habitation of a small swal-
low, named (from the circumstance of its having an cdible dwelling)
Hirundo esculenta. ‘They are composed of a mucilaginous subsiance,
but as yet have never been analyzed with sufficient accuracy to show
their constituents ; externally, they resemble ill-concocted, fibrous
isinglass, and are of a white color, inclining to red ; their thickness is
little more than that of a silver spoon, and their weight from a quarter
to half an ounce. When dry, they are brittle and wrinkled ; the size
is little larger than a goose-egg. 'Those that are dry, white, and clean,
are the most valuable. They are packed in bundles, with split rat-
tans run through them to preserve their shape.

The quality of the nests varies according to the situation and ex.
tent of the caves, and the time at which they are taken. If procured
before the young are fledged, the nests are of the best kind ; if they
contain eggs only, they are still valuable; but if the young are in
the nests or have left them, the whole are then nearly worthless,
being dark-colored, streaked with blood, and intermixed with feathers
and dirt. The nests are procurable twice every year; the best are
found in deep, damp caves, which if not injured will continue to
produce indefinitely. It was once thought that the caves near the
sea-const were the most productive ; but some of the most profitable
vet found, are sifuated fifty miles 1n the interior. This fact seems
to be against the opinion that the mests are composed of the spawn
of fish or of bicho de mar,

The method of procuring these nests somewhat resembles that of
catching birds on the Orkney isles. Some of the caves are so pre-
cipitous, that no one, but those accustomed to the employment from
their youth, can obtain the nests, ¢being only approachable,’ says
Crawfurd, *by a perpendicular descent of many hundred feet, by
ladders of bamboo and rattan, over a sca rolling violently against the
rocks. When the mouth of the cave is atfained, the perilous task of
taking the nests must often be performed by torch-light, by penetrat.
g Into recesses of the rock, where the slightest slip would be instant.
lv fatal to the adventurers, who see nothing blelow them but the
turbulent surf making its way info the chasms of the rock,’

After they are obtaind, they are separated from feathers and dirt,
are carefully dried and packed, and are then ready for the consumer,
The Chinese, who are the only people that purchase them for thejr
own use, bring them in junks to this market, where they command
extravagant prices ; the best, or while kind, often being worth 81800
per peculy which is nearly twice their weight mn silver. The middline
kind is worth from 81200 to $1800; and the worst, or those prﬂcureﬁ
after fledging, $150 or 8200 per pecul ; it is according to these three
qualitics, that the duty is now levied, The most part of the hest
kind 1s sent to Peking fer the use of the court. It appears, therefore,

that this curions dish is only an article of expensive luxury among
(s “. 1*1’
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the Chinese; the Japanese do not use it at all, and how the former
people acquired the habit of nising it is only less singular than their
persevering in il.  ‘Lhey consider the birds™-nest as a great stimulunt
and tonic, but its best quality, perhaps, is its being perfectly harm.
less.  'The labor bestowed to render it fit for the table is enormous;
every feather, stick, or impurity of any kind is carefully removed ;
and then, after undergoing many washings and preparations, it is
stewed into a soft, mucilaginous jelly, The sale of birds’-nests is a
monopoly with all the governments in whose dominions it is found.
It is estimated by Crawfurd that about 243,000 pounds, at a value of
$1,263,570, arc annunlly sent away from the Archipelago, most of
which is brought to Chiva. Java alone sends about 27,000 lbs.,
mostly of the first qualily, estimated at $60,000. The most of the
trade leretofore has been in the hands of the Chinese and Por.
tuguese, and foreign werchants have had but little to do with 1t no
account of the amount or value of the importation can therefore he
ascertained. This is the reason why the estimated importation is
placed so low in the Tabular Statement, as it is perhaps not one half
of the amnount brought here.

6. Cayeuor. The camphor that is brought to China is from
Sumatra and Borneo. In those 1slands, the tree i1s confined toa
simall extent of country. In Sumatra, the best gum is obtained
the district of Baris, and hence all similarly good, brought from tl]UbL
two islands, is called Bdris camphor; the Chinese call it ping pien, 1.
e. icicle flakes. "The tree, Dryobulanops camphora, is found nowhere
¢ise in the world, and there only cxiends three degrees north of the
cquator. Lo colleet it the natives go into the fovests, cut down the
trees, and split them open, and scrape the gum from the fragments
in small pieces. It is said that ot a tenth of the trees yield gum,
and as they are not cultivated, Bariis comphor i1s becoming gradu.
ally scarcer. Before killing the trees it cannot be ascertained whether
they are productive or not. It is divided into three sorts; the best 11
in lumps, in the fissures of the {ree as a concrete essential oil; tho
second 18 somewhat brownish, with but few sticks in it; while the last
and worsl is the refuse scrapings. All the Baroos camphor, about
800 peculs annually, is bronght to China. The proportion between
the prices of Malay and Chinese camphor is as 18 to 1; the former
is more fragrant and not so pungent as the latter, but it is altnr'elhm the
funcy of the Chinese which causes the difference. Asan “article of
trade, it is quite unimportant, and the greatest part of that which s
brought is smuggled.

Nearly all the camphor exported is taken to England, Europe and
to America, and is obtained from the Laurus camphora, u tree which
rrows in Bastern China, Japan, and Formosa. 'The tree, including
the roots, is cut into small pieces and boiled ; the sublimed gum i
received info inverted siraw cones. It is then made into small, granala,
eravish cakes, and brought to murke!; that from Japan is estecmed



FORLIGN COMMERCE WITH CHINA. {07

—t— - — i - = . g -

Eumphor Chinese; ils preparation & m:parmhan Cardanmms hun 50 !s. Clo vc.s.

the best, though neither the Chinese nor Japanese have the art of
refining it pure. The annual exportation to Europe and America
from China and Japan has been about 3000 peculs; in some years, over
4000, Its price varies from $20 to $30 per pecul. The wood of the
Laurus is solid and tough, and maites a very good material for ship.
building, trunks, boxes, &c., as the scent preserves il for a long time
from insects. The wood that has been boiled 1s worth less than that
taken fresh from the tree, but it is considered one of the best kinds
of timber in China. Most of that brought to Canton is from Fukien.

One balf of the trade in camphor during the last two years has been
in native vessels to Singapore direct frnm Fukien, where it was regxe-
poried in British, French, American, Hamburgh and Bremen vessels
for their respective countries. This channel is however likely to be
superseded by foreign vessels taking the camphor direct from Amoy
or Fuchow, or from junks at [-Inntrlxong, and the trade in it will
probably increase in fature to 4,000 peculs from China alone, at an
average value of $28 per pecul. In packing it, particular eare should
be taken that the boxes are sound, and the lead well soldered, else its
volatility will cause it to decrease materially ; it 1s always wet a little
before packing, to allow for loss by evaporation. 1t is always carried
on deck in tea ships, lest the odor injure the tea. Good camphor is
strong and penetrating, of a bitterish aromatic taste, and when bitten
imparfs a cooling sensation to the mouth.

Canpayoms., There are several varieties of these, produced by
various plants in different countries. The lesser and greater are,
however, the principal distinctions made in this article, The lesser
cardamoms are obtained fro:n a small shrub, Eleltaria cardamomum,
which grows on the coast of Malabar. They are the capsules of
the plant, and merely require drying to be ready for sale. They
have a sweet aromatic flaver; and the seeds when chewed impart a
grateful warmth to the mouth. The capsuies have a bright yellow
color, a pungent smell, and when good are plump and broken with
dificulty. ‘They should be well dried. Those that are cultivated
are of an 1nferior quality. The greater cardamoms are the fruit of the
Amomum cardamomum, a tree which grows in Cochinchina, Ceylon,
Java, and other places, The seeds are of a triangular shape and of
a black color, and longer and larger than those of the other kind.
They are inferior in pungency and flavor to the lesser, and are only
used when those cannot be ohtained. DBoth are employed for culin-
ary prrposes among the Chinese, by whom alone they are imported
for scasoning dlShP'-T but to a very limited degrec. As an article
of trade, it is hardly’ known in this market.

7. Croves. "These are the unopene[] flowers of a large tree (Cﬂf‘j
ophyllus aromatic: us), which grows in the Molucca i<lands, and is cul-
tivated 1o a very limited extent in Sumatra and Mauritins. The tree
resembles the pear tree tn shape ; the bark is smooth, the leaves are
reddish on the upper, and green on the under, side ; and the whale
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plant like the cinnamon tree, has a strong aromatic odor. When an
exotic, the tree does not hegin to produce till 9 or 10 years of age,
but in its native soil, it is usually productive at 5 or 6 years. The
buds appear in the beginning of the rainy season, about the first of
May, and during the four following months are perfected: they are
green at firsty then yellow, and finally, when ripe, change to a blood.
red color.  Soon after this the flowers open, and in three weeks the
seeds are fully ripe. They are gathered very carefully by the hand
and by crooked sticks, in order that the trees may not he injured,
“It blossoms carly,” says Herbert, «but becomes exceedingly inconstant
in complexion, from a virgin white varying into other colors; for in
the morn it shows a pale green, in the meridian, a distempered red,
and sets in blackness. 'T'he cloves manifest themselves at the ex.
tremity of the branches, and in their growing cvaporate such sensc.
ravishing odors, as if a compendium of nature’s sweetest gums were
there extracted and united.” They are cured by placing them on
hurdles over a slow fire for a few days and afterwards in the sun,
until they are thoroughly dried. The produce varies in different
years ; the average quantity for an orchard is from 6 to 10 /bs. from
cach tree ; some trecs produce 150 {bs. in one season. The ordinary
age 1s 70 years in Amboyna, and in their native isles about 90, In
commerce, there are four varieties of the clove ; the common, the
female, the royal, and the wild or rice clove, The royal clove is
smaller and blacker, and not so common as the other kinds. The best
cloves are large, heavy, have a hot acrid taste, and an oily feel.
Those which have had the essential oil extracted, are shriveled and
usually want the knob at the top. The weight of a lot is often in.
creased by setting the baskets near a vessel of water to absorh moisture,

The clove trade is in the hands of the Dutch, and has been 2
monopoly ever since they obtained supremacy in the Moluccas—the
most losing, ridiculous, oppressive, and disastrous one known in the
history of commerce—the cultivation of the tree being restricted to
the single island of Amboyna. Cloves are now 55 per cent. dearer
in Europe than when first carried round the Cape of Good Hope, and
are sold to the consumer at an advance of 1258 per cent. on first
cost of production! The price for Molucca cloves in the Canton
market is from $28 to $30 per pecul ; for those from Mauritius, $20
to 324 a pecul; Malay cloves range between $12 and 815. This
trade may perhaps extend a little at the north, but the Chinese use
them sparingly ; the average annual importation is however placed too
low in the Table; it is upwards of 400 peculs, at from $20 to $24
per pecul. Fancy work-baskets and other articles are often made
from cloves by fastening them together with wire.

Mother cloves are a larger and inferior description, of late years
imported from the Straits of Malacca, The price fluctuates greatly
according to the supply ; from $10 to $12 per pecul, however, is the
average, We helieve it is uscd for scents.
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Om or Croves, This is procured by distilling cloves, and is ex-
ported for various uses in the arts. I it is suspected to be adulterat.
ed by any other ail, it can be proved by dropping into 1t spirit of
wine, when the two will separate; or by setting it on fire, wheh the
smell of any other will be detected. The color when pure is of a
pale reddish-brown, which gradually becomes darker by age. It is
seldom brought to China,

8. Crocks. One half of the amount ($130,000) put down as
the value of clocks, watches, music boxes, hardware, &c., may be
resarded as Buitish property, and the other half as French and Swiss.
'Twenty or thirly years ago, at lcast half a million dollars worth of
these articles used to be imported, but Jatterly the trade has fallen
off, us the Cliunese make clocks and watches now for themselves,
except the steel-part of the machinery, as mainsprings, &e., which
(hey purchase. The old mede of levying duty was very troublesome,
and bas been greatly simplified under the new tarifl, The trade
in some of the fancy articles comprised under this head 1n the tariff,
as spy-glasses, music-boxes, and fine cutlery, may perhaps increase a
litlle at the new ports.

9, Caxvas. This 1s used almost entirely by the foreign ship.
ping, and its sale is not likely to extend much among the Chinese.
Canvas topsails are sometimes scen upon junks, where they are used
in fair winds, because mat sails are not sufficiently flexible,

10. CocHixgarn. ‘This insect is brought fo China chiefly from
the United States, and is used for dyeing silk goods, crapes, &c. The
inscet itself (Coccus cacti) is about one third of an inch in length,
and has been materially improved by culture from what it was in 1fs
wild state ; it lives solely on the leaves of the Cactus cochinilifer, a
specics of prickly pear. Attempts have been made to raise it in
India, Java, and Spain, but with litlle success. The climate and
situation of China and Japan being similar to Mexico, it is probable that
the cultivation of the plant, and domestication of the insect would be
successful in these countries. The best sort is ¢ large, plump, dry,
and of a silver white coloer on the surface.” In selecting cochineal,
care should be taken that the color has not heen occasioned by art ;
the insects are divided into the wild and the domesticated, and the
latter are collected thrice in a year. A watery infusion of cochineal
dyes scarlet ; an aleoholic infusion produces a deep crimson; while an
alkaline gives a deep purple color. It is occasionally 1mported to
China from Mexico vij Manila ungarbled, but most of it comes from
America in the garbled state ; the importation at present 1s about 300
peculs, Garbling is the term given to the process of repacking it
free from all impurities.

Coir, Cocoa nut coir is imported in small quantities into Canton
altogether in native vessels, either from Hainan or elsewhere in south.
crn China, or from the Archipelago. Most of the coir used by the
Chinese is made from the bark of the coir palm, (Raphis flabelliformis)
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called fsung *?t"a which is stripped off in large sheets from the trunk

of the tree ; when steeped in water the fibres separate in short wiry
threads, of a dark brown coior, having all the properties of the cocoa-
nut coir. It is the material from which the cordage in Chinese vessels,
and sometimes the cables, is manufactured ; brooms, rain cloaks, san-
dals, hats, brushes for block-printing, twine, and other articles are also
myle from it. ‘T'he Raphis grows all over southern China, attaining at
times the height of 30 feet and upwards ; the bark is stripped off every
year. The price for the prepared coir is about $4 per pecul. 'This
kind of coir is also in extensive use in the Archipelago for rigging ;
it is called gomuit or ejoo, and the thread sells at $1.50 or $2 per
pecul. The best comes from Amboyna,

Corar is brought from all the islands of the Indian Archipelago in
native vessels, and 1s here wrought into many ornaments and official
knobs or buttons. It sells from $40 to $60 per pecul according to
the color, density, and size of the fragments. In former years, con.
siderable quantities were imported in the E. I. Company’s ships from
the Mediterrancan, via England, but none has come here for years
past, not is it likely to be again 1mpnrted which is the reason it is left

out of the taniff.

11. CoRrSELIANS or agales, 'These are bronght by the Parsees
from Bombay, to which place they come from Rajpepla in Guzerat,
not far from the city of Broach. "They are brought in the rough,
and also manufactured into beads. 'They have heretofore usually
been brought into the market without passing through the custom.
liouse, lhe Chinese make ankle rmn's, bracelets, rosaries, &c., from
agate, some of which are beautiful specimens of manufacture.

12, Corton. The annual importation is placed rather too low in the
Tuble, for in 1842, there were 650,000 peculs delivered ; and in 1843,
there were 818,663 peculs, of which 578,775 were Bombay, 89,201
Bengal, 141,860 Madras, and 8832 American. The average 1s abont
750,000 peculs of all kinds at $9% per pecul, giving a total of §7,
125,000, The Bombay and Madras cotton trade has increased of
late years, land the Bengal decreased; the imports of American are
likely to increase. The importation of raw cotton to China s how-
ever, on the whole, not likely to increase much under the new system,
for the cheapness of the manufactured goods will lead the Chinese
to take them, instead of working up the raw material. We do not
specify the varieties of cotton under each head, for those who are
conversant in the commoditylwill not seek here for any additional infor-
mation.—Cotton is always quoted in taels and mace in Prices Current.

13. Corroy Manuractures, White longeloths may be considerad
~ as almost entlrely British; ten years ago, the price was $5 or 86 per
piece, now it is rather ander than over 83. The Gray longcloths are
also chicfly British the experimental shipments of these fabrics from
the United States having shown that American manufactures cannot
compete with Dritish,  Twilled coftan fabrics, gray heavy shectings,
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and gray drillings, however, are chieflly made in the Unifed States;
and the goods made in imitation of them in lngland cannot compete
with the American manufacture. Instead of the 520,000 picces of
long cloth and twilled cloths put down in the Statement, the amount
should be of

Wiite longcloths, .. ... ... 200,000 picces at $23, amt. to $750,000.
Gray longcloths, «vouvv oo 600,000, at $2.90 ,, 1,741,000.
Grav sheetings and drillings, 500,000 ,, at $2,25 ,, 1,125,000.

Cambrics have ofien been tried in China, but they are not an
article of current trade.  Chintzes were usually smuggled under the
former tarifty but at the uniform rate of 2 mace per piece, they enter
regularly.  This sort of goods should be chosen which are well cover-
ed with large gay flowers and leaves; a green ground is preferred. No
formal figures, nor any Chinese representations, are suitable. Swiss
and French chintzes arve preferred to English., Handkerchiefs, as well
as other printed goods, have been overdonc in this market; those of
common quality ought to sell here at $2 per dozen. Ginghams,
pulicates, jeans, satieens, and every kind of fancy goods, have lieen
repeatedly tried here, but they do not tuke with the people, and arc
not likely to; one reason being that silks are more elegant and durable,
and the dress of the Chinese allowing no light fabric. The $10,000 in
the statement is therefore a mere guess. With regard to the trade
in calton manufactures, it may be observed that there is every pro-
spect, of an increase of 30 or 40 per cent. at the northern ports,
especially in white and gray longcloths of a good quality, though
principally in the latter sort of American manufacture. Prints and
chintzes do not yet take the fancy of the people The domestic sill
and cotton manufactures of the Chinese will however be but slowly
displaced by foreign fabrics.

14, Corroxy Yarn and Cotlon Thread. This article has been
nearly or quite all English, but American yarn has also been in-
troduced, and is much hked by the manufucturers near Canton ; about
1500 bales were brought in 1843-44. The total importation is
nearer 40,000 peculs, at an average value of $25 per pecul. Nos.
18 to 32 are the most saleable, the higher numbers bringing little if
any higher prices than these; the quantity of inferior yarn introduced
into this market 1s large. Both water and mule yarn are used. 1t
15 @ singular thing in the trade in cotfon yarn, that although the
inportalion in a short time threw the native spinners out of employ-
ment, and they represented their disiress to the authorities, no
additional nport duty was placed upon foreign yarn to proiect them.

15, Cow Brzoan. 'This name was first applied to a concretion
found in the stomachs of a goat in Persia, but is now used to de-
sirnate similar substances found in various other antmals, as the cow,
horse, boar, camel, &c.  T'hat produced by the goat was formerly
inueh prized as a medicine, sometimes selling for {en times its weight
i gold; bul since ils constitucnt parls have been ascertained, it
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has ceased to be sought after. Different animals produce bezoar, the
composition of which differs often in the same kind of animal, as
well as in dissimilar spucies.  The oriental bezoar is formed of bile
and resin; other kinds are found to be made of hair, others of wool,
and some principaily of magnesia and phosphate of lime. The true
bezoar from Persia is counterfeited so well by pipe-clay and ox-gall
that even fhose have been deccived who procure the genuine from
the animal. The genuine throws off only a small scale when a hot
ncedle is thrust intfo it, and put into hot water it remains unchang-
ed ; when rubbed on chalk, the trace should be yellow, but green
on quick lime, That found in the camel is highly esteemed asa
yellow pigment by the HindGs. 'The cow bezoar is valued mn this
market at from $20 to $25 a catty, and is used by the Chinese solely
as a medicine. The little which is brought here is from India.

Cupgear is a powder used in dyeing violet, purple, or crimson; it
is procured fromn the Lichin tarlaricus, a plant found in Iceland. Its
colors are not durable when it is employed alone, and it is therefore
used as a body to other expensive dyes, as indigo, cochineal, &c.,
making them more lively, It is used but little by the Chinese, and
the demand in this market 1s not great.

16. Curcn, or Terra Japonica. This for a long time was regard-
cd as an earth, supposed to be brought from Japan; but it is now
ascerfained to be a gummy resin, which 1s exfracted from the Acacia
catechu, a trce growing in Persia near the gulf of Culch. 1t is im-
ported from Bombay and Bengal ; that brought from the former place
is friable, and of a red-brown color, and more hard and firm than that
from Bengal. The cakes resemble those of chocolate, but when
broken they have a streaked appearance. Good cutch has a bright
uniform color, a sweetish, astringent taste, melts in the mouth, and
is free from any grittiness. DBut if varies considerably even when
good ; some kinds being ponderous and compact, others very light
and friable; some more and others less astringent ; which differences
secm to result from the manner and the seasons 1n which it 1s obtain-
ed. It is also found in Pegu, Siam, and Singapore, from whence it
is hrought to Canton, and used as a red dye. The Chinese do not
use it with Letel-nut as the Islanders do; the value varies from #4 to
$6 per pecul.’

Darirer, or Dammar, 'This is a kind of indurated pitch flowing
spontaneously from several species of pine in the Indian islands;
there 1s a hard sort, and a white, softer kind. It is found in large lumps,
both under the trees and on their trunks, and in large quantities. 1t
is mixed with a softer kind which makes it less brittle; and is then
used for closing seams in boats, and other wooden vessels. Asit s
seldom brought to China except in native vessels, there is no means
of ascertaining the amount, but it is probably not very large. It can
be obtained in Borneo for 50 cents per pecul.

17. Ereruants’ reery.  These arc obtained in South Africa,
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Ceylon, Burmah, &c.; much of that which comes to China 1s brought
from Siam in junks; the northern parts of Siam, Cambodia, and the
confines of Burmah supply that market. A good deal finds its way in.
to China direct from Burmah. They should be chosen without flaws,
solid, straight, and white; for if cracked or broken at the point, or
decayed inside, they are less valuable ; every specimen, however, is
uscful to a greater or less degree, and can be entirely used. The
largest and best weigh from 5 to 8 to a pecul, and decrease in size to
95 in a pecul. The cuttings and fragments are also of value suflicient
to make them an article of trade. The number of arficles which
the Chinese make of it, and the demand for them on account of their
exquisite workmanship, render the consumption very great. The
circular balls which the Chinese make of ivory, as well as their min-
iafure boats, fans, chess.men, boxes, and fancy articles of all descrip-
tions, are specimens of carved work unequaled in any other part of
the world. From a quantity of 1vory not weighing over three pounds,
they will make a toy worth a hundred dollars, The largest teeth are
sometimes valued at 8120 a pecul, but the article usually ranges from
850 to $30 per pecul. This trade is likely to increase at the north.
A large proportion of the ivory brought to China is re.exported in
fancy carved ware.

18. Fisu-maws. 'These are the stomachs of fishes, and are used
as an article of luxury among the Chinese. They are of a cartila-
ginous nature, and when properly dried are fit for the market; they
are of a yellowish tinge, and are cured by stretching them in the sun.
If they become damp, they soon decay and are then worthless, They
are chiefly brought in junks from the Indian islands; the price is
f.om $35 to 370 per pecul. This article, together with birds’-nests,
bicho.de-mar, and shark’s fins, are all consumed by the Chinese, for
their supposed strengthenming and aphrodisiac properties, and con-
sequently the trade in all of them is likely to extend at the new ports,
if the foreigner can bring them cheaper than the native.

19. Twuints, which are uncut, are brought from Europe as ballast
at 50 cents, and sometimes one dollar, per pecul; they are used in
tinder boxes, and in the glass manufactories.

20, Gurass, Glassware, &c. Fifty years ago, the importation of
broken glassware was an important item in the trade, but the Chi.
nese have since learned to make thetr own glassware, and are con.-
stantly improving in it. Their glasshouses are small establishments,
but the number in Canton alone 1s very great; and the workmanship
of some of their ground lamp-glasses is highly creditable, It is dnty
the elegant crystal ware that 1s saleable, window glass and domestic
glassware being chiefly made by the people themselves,

21. Gamsier. This is sometimes confounded with cuich, but
they are obtained from different plants, although the properties and
uses of the two aresimilar, Gambier is obtained by boilina the leave-.
of the Uncaria gambier, o trailing shrub 6 or 8 feet Ilig]i, in a largs

C. Go 1D
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caldron for five or six hours until a strong decoction 1s formed ; the
Jeaves are then taken out and placed above the boiler to strain into
it, while the extract is kept boiling till it becomes inspissated, when
it is cooled and the water drawn off; a soapy substance remains,
which is dried and cuf up as it is wanted, for sale. It is of a brown.
ish yellow color, and everywhere used 1n the Archipelago to chew
with betel-nut, being first mixed with a little lime. Great quantities
are brought to China from Singapore aud Java, 1n Junks and ships,
at a prime cost of $1.70 per pecul, where it 1s used for dyeing cot.
tons and silk; the color is at .first an oker yellow, which soon
changes to a dirty brown. It is also used fo tan leather; the pro.
portion of tannin in gambier is 7 or 8 times that in oak bark. The
irade in this article 1s likely to increase slowly at the north.

99 Ginsene ; in Chinese called jin-sam. 'This is the dried root
of the Panaz quinquefolia. It is obtained m Tartary, and also m
America, from which latter country it 1s exported to Chma. It is
considered by the Chinese as a panacea, and no medicine or dose is
regarded as complete without this forms an ingredient. All the
ginseng growing in Tartary is the property of the emperor, and he
sells a quantity yearly to his faithful subjects, who have the privilege
to purchase it at its weight in gold ! The co-hong were formerly
compelled to purchase upwards of $140,000 worth annually, for
which sum a few catties were given them. The roots are about the
size and length of a man’s little finger, and when chewed havea
mucilaginous sweetnéss ; and if good, will snap when broken. They
should be sound, firm, and free from worm-holes. ‘The Chinese
consider that which comes from Tartary to be the best, even when
they can see no difference. When first brought from America, the
profits were 500 or 600 per cent.; but afterwards the price declined so
much as at times to be hardly worth bringing.” When the new tanfl
was first settled, the Chinese objected to a reduction of the mmperial
duties, but on a representation being made to H. E. Keying, the 1m-
perial commissioner, it was finally agreed by him, that without
changing the tariff, the duty on every separate lot should be levied
as if it was one fifth first quality, and four fifths second quality. This
arrangement reduces the actual duty paid to 10¢. 2m., or $14.17 per
pecul. Ginseng is clarified by being boiled and skinned, which
oper tion renders the root somewhat transparent. Clartfied ginseng
varies in price from $G0 to 100 a pecul ; the crude, from $35 to
870 a pecul; five per cent. s allowed for loss in weight on this
: rticle, which is taken from the price agreed upon per pecul. In
1837, there were 212,608 lbs. imported, at the value of 8108,548.
In some years there is much more than this amount; the average
inportation in 1842 and 1343 was 3000 peculs, at the average price
of 548 per pecul. The trade is fluctuating and uncertain, and

entirely n the hands of the Americans,
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GoLp. 'This metal is brought to China fron Borneo, generally as
dust, but sometimes in impure masses; and is here cast into ingots,
called shoes. These are not used as coin, but merely as bullion.
Great care is necessary in buying gold in order to prevent decep-
tion, for the Chinese mix other metals with it, either by coat-
ing the shoe with a thick crust of gold, and making the inside of
silver or of copper; or by introducing lumps of other metals into
the shoe, &c. The purity of the gold is ascertained by means of
the touchstone, which gives a different colored mark when the gold
is of unequal purity. This is called atouch, and the color shows
the proportion of pure gold. Needles for comparison are also made
of different proportions of alloy, by which the stone is rubbed at the
same time with the gold. It 1s also tested by nitric acid. In Bor-
nco and other 1slands, acid 1s not allowed to be used. To express
the fineness of gold, it is divided into 100 parts called touches; if
the gold is said to be 96 touch, 1t has four parts of alloy. The
Chinese are very expert in the use of the touchstone, and are not
allowed to test the metal 1n any other way; the touches have each a
separate name, and usually the shoes are shaped differently to dis-
tinguish them. The range of the touch is between 70 and 100.
Gold leaf is made by the Chinese in great quantities, and is used for
gilding the wood work of houses, sedans, &c. It 1s not so finely
or evenly made as at the west, and the leaves are about 2 inches
square,  Gold leaf is exported to India.

23. Gotp anp SILVER Tunreap is imported from England and
Holland ; the Dutch i1s considered to be the best. It is used in the
borders of fine goods, in embroidering caps, purses, shoes, &ec., in
ornamenting ladies’ dresses, and 1n other similar objects. T'he quanti-
ty imported is great; but being of great value in little bulk, it has
been simuggled, so that no accurate returns can be obtained.

21. Guums. Besides the three gum-resins mentioned under this
head, a few others classed here are occasionally brought, as gum
arabic, bdellium, copal, gum anim, resin; damar and gamboge also
properly come under this designation, of both of which large quan-
tities are used.

Benzoin or Benjamin. 'This balsam is the concrete juice of a
small tree, Styraz benzoin, which grows on the plains of Borneo and
Sumatra, in a rich moist soil. Its geographical limits are the same
as the camphor tree, but unlike that tree, it is cultivated. When
the plants are seven years old, an incision is made in the bark, from
whence the gum exudes, and 1s carefully scraped ofl| for three years ;
this first gathering 1s called kead. That produced during the next
cight or ten seasons, is brown and inferior, and called helly ; the
tree is then supposed to be worn out, and is cut down and all the
enin scraped from the fragments, which sort is denominated foul,
These varieties bear a price proportionite 1o their x00dness ; the first
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quality, varying at the emporia, from $50 to 8100 per pecul; the
second from $25 to 845; and the worst from $8 to $20 per pecul.
The guin 1s brought from the interior in large cakes, which among
the natives are standards of value, as metals are in other countries,
These cakes require to be softened by boiling before they are pack-
ed, and care should be taken to free them from external impurities.
Good benzoin is full of clear, light colored spots, and when broken
appears marbled ; 1t is almost tasteless, but when rubbed or heated
gives off an extremely agreeable odor. This i1s the frankincense of
the east, but different from the Arabian which 1s olibanum. Tt has
been used for incense in the ceremontes of the Roman Cathalic,
the Mohammendan, the Hindd, the Budhistic, and probably also, of
the Israelitish worship. I'rom remote ages, almost all natious have
sought for this substance. 'T'he Arabians prize it more than they do
their best olibanum ; the Javanese chiefs smoke it with their tobacco;
and rich Chinese often fumigate their houses with 1ts grateful odor.
The Parsees are the only foreigners who import benzoin, but the
total amount is not great, as olibanum 1s preferred from its cheap-
ness ; native vessels bring 1t to some extent, but how much cannot
be ascertained.

Olibanum. This is the frankincense or thus of the ancients, and
is used in China, as in other countries, for incense in temples and
perfumery in houses. The Greeks, Romans, Persians, Israelites,
Ilindoos, and Budhists have used this substance in the various cere-
monies of their rehgious worship; 1t 1s also used by the Greek and
Roman churches. Olibanum 1s a gum-resin that exudes spontaneous-
ly from the Libanus thurifera, a large tree which grows in Arabia
and India. The drops have a pale reddish color, a strong and some-
what unpleasant smell, a pungent and bitter taste, and when chewed
adhere to the teeth, and give the saliva a milky color. If laid on a
hot iron, the gum takes fire and burns with a pleasant fragrance,
leaving a black residuum. In market, olibanum is seen in semi-
transparent tears of a pink color, brittle and adhesive; the boxes
cach contain one cwt, Garbled olibanum is valued at $G per pecul,
and the ungarbled at 82 or $3 per pecul in the Canton market; it
1s brought by the Parsees from Bombay. The price has decreased
of late years, but the best is now quoted at $10.

Myrrh. This gum is bronght from Arabia and Abyssinia vid
Bombay, and is used by the Chinese for incense and perfumes. It
exudes spontaneously from a tree of the genus Acacia, or 1s obtained
by incision. It occurs in Irregular grains of different sizes up to
that of a horse bean. The grains or tears are resinous, greasy and
easy to be broken, of a reddish yellow color, with an acrid, warm
and bitter taste. The picces ought to be clear, semi-translucent, and
unctuous, but it has usually other gums mixed with it. The price
varies from $4 to §18 per pecul in the Canton market, but the in-
portation has almost ceased in the past-few years.
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Dragon’s blood. This resinous gum has been long known ; it
received its present singular name from the ancient Greeks, who
used it extensively. It is the concrete juice of the Calamus rolang,
or rattan which grows wild in Borneo and Sumatra, It is found in
the market either in oval drops, or in large and impure masses com.
posed of several lears, That which is good is of a bright crimson
when powdered, and if held up to the light in masses, is semi-tran-
sparent. The tears are usually the firmest, and the most resinous and
pure. If it is black when made fine, or very friable in the lump, it
is inferior. It is often adulterated with other gums; but that which
is genuine melts readily and burns wholly away, is scarcely soluble
in water, but fluent in alcohol: while the simulated crackles instead
of burning, and dissolves in water. 1ts uses are various in painting,
medicine, varnishing, and other arts. The best is procured at Ban-
jermassing m. Borneo, from whence it 1s carried to Singapore, and
thence to this market in reeds, at 315 a $35 per pecul; the importa-
tion is principally in native vessels. ‘The price here varies from $80
to 8100 a pecul after purifying and refining, The Chinese hold this
gum in much estimation, and are the principal consumers of it in the
East.

Bdellium. This gum-resin 1s semi-peliucid of a yellowish brown
color, unctuous, bitter and brittle, and resembles myrrh. Upwards
of 1200 peculs were imported into China in 1837, at an average of
S4 per pecul. Its uses are the same as those of myrrh; 1t comes
hither from Bombay.

25. Horns and Bones of various animals are brought to China in
junks from the adjacent countries and islands, and form an important
article of import with the native vessels. Buffaloes’ horns are worked
into lanierns, some of which are highly elegant; the manufacture
of small boxes in which to put optum to carry it about the person,
annually consumes many hundred peculs. Handles, buttons, and
other useful articles, are also made ; and the bones are burned into
Iime. In a single year, 502 pecula have been brought to Canton.

26. Horwns, rhinoceros’. 'The best sort comes from Cochinchina,
and sell at times for $300 apicce; an inferior sort comes from
India, of which some probably are from southern Africa, which are
sold for $30 and upwards apiece. The Chinese work the finest pieces
into elegant cups and other articles, but the most of the 1mportation
15 used as a medicine; it also formsan article of commerce in the
Chinese iun]{s trading to Japan.

27, Linew is almost entirely purchased by the foreign community,
nor is there much probability that its tmportation will 3 increase ; the
Chinese wear no under garments, strictly so called; and thelr own
grasscloth is cheaper than imported linen.

28. Mace. This substance 1s the reticulated bark of the covering
of the nutmeg, Myristica moschata. DMace has a lively reddis- 5el
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low color, approaching to saffron, and a pleasant, aromatic smell, with
a pungent, bitterish taste. Good mace 1s tough, fresh and oily. It
is packed in bales, and care 1s requisite that it be not too dry or too
wet, as both alike injure it. Mace has all the properties of the
nutmeg in a less degree, but 1t 1s more bitter. 'There 1s a kind of
mace found in Malabar, which externally so much resembles the
the true, that the sight alone cannot distinguish between them; it
has a resinous taste and is but slightly aromatic. Whether the tree
that bears this last also produces nutmegs, we do not know, but it s
probably an inferior species of the same tree. Mace has almost
entirely disappeared from this market within the last few years.

29, Moruner-o’-rearL shells are brought to this market from the
islands of the Pacific and Silu sea, in the same vessels which bring
bicho-de-mar; it also comes from California. It is a small trade,
and not likely to increase much. A large proportion of that which
is brought to China is re-exported in the shape of fans, paper-knives,
card-cases, fish counters, and a great variety of fancy articles, the
structure of the naker of the shell rendering it easy to carve and
emboss. Large shells are the best, and those should be chosen of
which the naker or inner surface 1s not decayed or fractured.

30. Merars. The consumption of metals from abroad by the
Chinese depends very muchon their price, for when high, their own
mines furnish them cheaper. They have mines of lead, quicksilver,
iron, and calamine, and probably of tin and copper. The consump-
tion of lead and tin plates is hitely to 1ncrease at the new ports, but
whether of other sorts remains to be seen.

Copper. 'T'his metal is found m Persia, Sumatra, Borneo and
Japan. In the island of Borneo, it has been lately discovered; and it
has been known a long time in Sumatra and Tinnur. The utensils
made of this metal in those islands always contain some iron, and the
bars or cakes into which it is cast when sold for unalloyed copper,
require much labor to make them pure and malleable. The copper
found in Japan contains gold in alloy; 1t occurs in the market m
small red bars, six inches long, flat on one side and convex on the
other, weighing 4 or 5 lbs. each; this copper is the most valuable
of any found in Asia. The Chinese and Dutch export upwards of
2000 tons annually. South American copper 1s brought to this mar-
ket and from England and the United States, but 1t 1s scarcely ever
landed ; much of that in slabs is sent on to India, and that in sheets,
rods, and bolts is used by the foreign shipping. There is a natural
alloy found in China, known under the name of white copper, which
is used by the natives in great quantities, and prevents the consump-
tion of foreign copper. The constituents are not known, but copy
per and iron are probably the chief. It is used for dish covers, -
dlesticks, tripods, plates, &c., &c., which when new and pcghished
Jool almost as well as silver, |
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Iren in bars, rods and scraps, 1s an article of importance in this
market ; pig iron 18 not so much imported as the other sorts. Bar
iron frﬂm 1 to 3 inches wide, and rod of & inch and less, are the
common sizes imported. Bar is worth from $1.80 to 82.00 per pe-
cul ; rod from $3.00 to $3.50; and scrap about $2.50 per pecul.
When the price in Lngland rises much above this, the Chinese fall
back upon their own mines which are reported to be ample.

Lead. 'This metal 1s imported in the form of pig and sheet lead.
The market price varies from $4 to 85 per pecul, Lead, compara-
tively speaking, is scarce in Asia and 1n the Indian islands. Most
of that which is used comes from Europe and America. Perhaps the
Jow state of civilization in the countries and islands of Asia, has left
undiscovered many treasures in the bosom of the earth, which may
be brought to light in after times, when the people 11111:1b1t1ng tiis
continent shall have become able to Investigate their own resources.
The Inglish had at one time the whole supply of this market
with lead, but the mimes in Missourl now furnish it so much cheap-
er that none is brought from England. The annual import is about
40,000 peculs. 'The jining of camphor boxes and tea-chests, the
canisters in which the fine sorts of tea are put up, &c., consumes a
proportion of the lead brought to this market. The mode of making
the sheet is very simple and expeditious. Two tiles, covered with
several thicknesses of paper, are placed near the melted lead, and
the workman, lifting the upper one with its edge resting on the lower
tile or stone, pours the liquid metal on the under one, “and instantly
drops that he holds in his hand ; the sheets are made into the re-
quisite form by soldering. The art of dropping the upper stone in
such 4 manner as to make the sheet of a uniform thickness is the
only difficult part of the operation.

‘Spelter. This 1s the zinc of commerce, used in the manufacture
of brass; it 1s in plates of half an inch thick of a whitish-blue color. .
There was formerly a monopoly of spelter, so that no foreigner could
either buy or sell 1t; the consumption may perhaps increase a little
under the new arrangement, but the native tutenague and white cop-
per will probably prevent much consumption of foreign spelter.

Tin. This metal 1s found very abundant and of a pure quality
in the island of Banca. It is cast into ingots weighing from 20 to
60 /bs. ; the purity of these bars is superior to those from the mines
in Malacca. All that 1s of a superior quabity which is brought to
China in bars, is called ¢ Banca tin,” while the inferior is known as
‘Straitstin.” Complaints have been made that both are adulterated
with lead. The former sells for about $17, and the latter for S14
or §15 a pecul ; the consumption of foreign tin has decreased during
the last few years, and the annual importation does not now reach
5000 peculs. T'in plates are brought from England and America in
huxes, containing 112 lbs. or from 80 to 120 plates, and selis {or
ihout 510 per hox.
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Quicksilver 1s brought to China from Europe and America in iron
flasks. A great part of it is converted into vermilion by oxydation,
and used for painting on porcelain. The market value of quick-
silver is very fluctuating, an importation of a few hundred flasks caus.
ing a decline, and a regxportation causing an immediate rise. Seve.
ral years ago, the Chinese consumed large quantities of this metal, but
the advanced price in Europe has compelled them to work their own
mines. Quicksilver is frequently adulterated with lead or tin; the
fraud can be detected by boiling it to evaporation, when the other me-
tals will remain; if the quantity of extraneous metal is great, the
quicksilver feels greasy, and cleaves to the skin, while the pure runs
oft. The price ranges between $80 and §130 a pecul.

Steel. Both Swedish and English rough or blistered steel are
the kinds usnally imported. The importation increased for several
years, but latterly the demand in this market has fallen off. The
Chinese are not skilled in making steel or in using it, and their
cutlery 1s a burlesque on the name.

Tutenague or China Spelter. This 1s an alloy of iron, copper and
zinc. It is harder than zine, though less so than iron, sonorous,
compact, and has some malleability. The fresh fracture is brilliant,
but soon tarmishes. Till superseded by spelter from Silesia it was
clandestinely exported in large quantities (more than 50,000 cuwt.
annually) to India, but is now seldom or never shipped; spelter
being on the contrary imported to compete with it in China, For
boxes, dishes, household uteusils, and other similar purposes, tute-
nague 1s well adapted. 'The art of making it is not known to Eu-
ropeans. Its export price used to be about $14 a pecul.

31. Nurmees. These are the fruit of a large tree, Myristice
moschata, which grows in the Bandaisles; it is fifty feet in height,
and well branched. In its general appearance it resembles the clove
tree ; the sap has the property of staining cloth indehibly. The tree
bears buds, flowers and fruit at the same time; the flower i1s not
unlike the lily of the valley ; the fruit in size and appearance resem-
bles the nectarine. ““The nutmeg,” says sir Thomas Herbert, ¢ like
trees most excellent, is not very lofty in height, scarce rising as high
as the cherry ; by someit is resembled to the peach, but varies in
form of leaf and grain, and affects more compass. The nut is clothed
with a defensive husk, like those of a baser quality, and resembles
the thick rind of a walnut, but at full ripeness discovers her naked
purity, and the mace chastely entwines (with a vermilion blush,) her
endeared fruit and sister, which hath a third coat, and both of them
breathe out most pleasing smells. The mace ina few days, (like
choice beauties) by the sun’s flames becomes tawny; yet in that
complexion best pleases the rustic gatherer.” The plant bears three
crops In a year, but the fruit requires nine months to become perfect.
Of the three coverings, the first is the outside coat, which is about
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half an inch thick, and when ripe cracks and opens of itself; the
sccond is the reticulated mace, which appears through the fissures of
the first, and has a bright scarlet color; the third is a hard, bluck
shell, which incloses the nuimeg. Good trees will produce from ten
to twelve pounds of nuts and maece annually, but the average of an
orchard is 65 oz. av. each tree, or about two peculs to an acre. Nut-
megs of a lightish-gray color, a strong, fragrant smell, an aromatic
taste, large, oily and round, and of a firm texture, are the best.
The holes made by insects eating into the kernel, are often neatly
filled up, which can be ascertained by the inferior weight. "They
are packed 1n layers of dry chunam. In commerce, nutmegs are
divided into royal and queen, the former are of an oblong, and the
latter of a round shape. The trade in this article, like that of cloves,
15 a monopoly 1n the hands of the Dutch. Yet it is computed that
60,000 Zbs. of nutmegs, and 15,000'bs. of mace, are clandestinely
exported every year. ‘The prices paid by government for the cul-
tivation are fixed, and during a course of years, they have been
obliged to raise the compensation, till at present, they pay five times
as much for the nutmegs as when the trade was first opened. T'his
strange and unnatural mode of operation has forced the raising of
the nutmeg tree at Bencoolen, Singapore, Penang, and elsewhere,
but at a disadvantage. In the China market, nutmegs are an
msignificant article of commerce, and the amount of 50 peculs in
the Table 1s merely pro forma. ,

Orivv. This is the concrete juice of the Papaver somniferum, a
species of poppy cultivated in India and Turkey. The cultivation of
it is a sfrict government monopoly in British India ; in Malwa and
other native stales it 1s free, but subject to heavy duties in its transit
to the coast for exportation. That raised in Bahar (called Patna in
commerce) and Benares is superior to the Malwa, and bLoth are pre-
ferred by the Chinese fo the Turkey opium. Good opium is mode-
rately firm tn texture, capable of receiving an impression from the
finger ; of a dark yellow color when held in the light, but necarly black
in the mass, with a strong smell, and free from grittiness. That pro.
duced in different countries, however, varics considerably, and expe-
ricnee alone can determine the best article.  'The value inereases for a
short time by age; but this soon ccases to be the cese, and Turkey
opium in particular deteriorates unless carcfully preserved from the air.
Opitm is adulterated with leaves, dirt, and other substances: if very
soft it is not usually good. The great consumption of this drug among
the Chinese has made the opium trade a very important branch of
commerce. About fourteen millions of dellars worth have been an-
nually sold to them for many years past, and the demand is con-
stant. The trade is now carried on by means of ships stationed at
different points on the coast, lo which the drug is carried in small
vessels 3 or it is sold all along the coast in schooners from Haenan io
Shanghae, especially at points opposite large towns. No eflorts have

c. . 106
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been made by the Chinese authorities to suppress the traffic that de.
serve to be mentioned, since those of commissioner Lin in 1839, and it
1s now everywhere publicly smoked. 1t is probable that before long
the progress of events will compel the Chinese to legalize- the trade.
The opium brought from India sells from $550 to 8700 a chest, and
the Turkey from %370 to $500 a pecul. The price of the commodity
fluctuates, however, according to the extent of importation, and other
causcs. I'or minute information respecting the progress and effecis of
this traffic, see the Chinese Repository, passim.

Pearts are brought from Bombay to the value of $300,000 and
upwards annually, but no duty can possibly be levied on them. 'T'he
Chinese use them for ornaments in ear-rings and headbands ; and no
Chinese lady considers herself elegantly dressed without a crescent
shaped headband studded with pearls on her forehead to contrast with
her black hair.

32. Perrenr. This spice is the fruit of the Piper nigrum, a hardy
vine found in Sumatra, Malabar, and Malacca, Borneo, Siam, Penang,
&e. The cultivation of it is easy; primitive rocks produce the best,
The fruit is collecied semiannually ; the vine bears when three ycars
old, and continues to do so till it is about ten, after which it is hardly
worth keeping. As soon as the fruit has changed from a green to a
red color, it is picked and put upon mats to dry, and afterwards
separated from the fruit stalks, and when dried thoroughly is ready
for market. Iepperis known in commerce under two names, the
white and black. White pepper grows from the same seed as the
black, and is deprived of its skin by being immersed in water and
rubbed between the hands. It is but little used, the difference of
price being hardly sufficient to pay for the extra labor. Good, black
nepper has a very pungent smell, an acrid and hot taste. The largest
grained and smoothest skinned is the best. The pepper brought from
Penang and Sumatra, is superior to that which comes from Java and
Borneo. The aggregate production of the pepper growing countries
is between 45 and 50 millions of pounds, of which abont a million
and a half are brought to China in foreign bottoms. Native vessels
also bring a good deal. The price varies from $5 to $8 a pecul,
'The trade in pepper may increase a little at the new ports, but the
importation into Canton was formerly double what it now is.

33. Purcnuck. 'This is a fragrant root brought from Scinde, vii
Bombay. The color and smell are similar to that of rhubarb, and
when chewed, it becomes mucilaginous in the mouth; when burned,
it yields a fine smolke, and a grateful smell, and the principal use of
it is in making incense.sticks from the powder. The importation
during the last few years has been about 2000 peculs, at §9 per pecul.

34. Rarrans are the branches of a kind of palm, the Calamus
rolang, which also produces the dragon’s blood ; this plant is the con-
necting link hetween the palms and grasses, and twines around other
irecs. 'The plantl is found wild in most of the islands of the Indian
Archipelago, but in the grealest perfeetion 1n Banjermassing in Borneo



FOREIGN COMMERCE WITH CHINA. 123

;}wir uses.  Rice.  Rose maloes.  Sulfpetre; formerly prohibiled.  Sego.

and the Battak country in Sumatra. After being stripped of the
epidermis, which is done by drawing the stem through a notch in a
tree, the rattans are doubled and tied up in bundles confaining a
hundred each. As they require no cullivation, the natives are enabled
to sell them at the emporia from 5 to 6 cents a bundle. Such as are
hlack ot discolored, or those from which the glazing flies off on being
bent, should be rejected. They are 1mported to the extent of 20,000
peculs annually in foreign bottoms, besides what are brought n native
vessels, which must amount to several thousand peculs. They arc
also carried to Japan by the Chinese and Duich. The trade in this
article is likely to extend at the north, ‘The Chinese use them for
chairs, mats, baskets, beds, &c.—Rattan ropes, bamboo timbers, and
palm-leaf boards, make a common house for the poor in the south of
China ; five dollars will construct a comfortable shelter.

35. Rice. 'This is the staff of life among the Chinese, and the im.
portation of it is encouraged by all possible means. Formosa, Lugonia,
Siam, and the Indian islands, especially Bali and Lombock, sup-
ply great quantities. The price given for cargo rice varies from $13
to $21, rising in seasons of scarcity to $23, and for very good, to $3
per pecul; the trade is very fluctuating, but will probably extend great-
Iv at the north, Rice is the only article for importing which the
Chinese government have ever given a hounty, and ginseng the only
article on which a high duty is levied to protect the domestic produce.

36. Rose »avors. Thisisa thick scented gummous oil of the
consistence of tar ; it is bronght from Persia vid India to China j and
when good has a pearly appearance. 'The price has declined much
of late years; it used to sell for $30 per pecul.

37. SavrreTRE was formerly prohibited altogether, and none could
he entered through the cusiom-house, the Chinese being under the
impression that foreigners exported it for making their own powder ;
they are pleased with the new arrangement, as this substance 1s not
comnton or cheap in the south part of the country, Itis brooght from
Singapore, to which port it is carried from Sumatra, being found in
caves and other covered places; and from India, where it is obtained
by lixiviating the soil in nitre beds. The province of Chihle supplies
large quantities of saltpetre. The importation will probably increase
under the new tariff. The price varies from $4% to $12 and upwards
per pecul. |

Saco. This substance, which is a species of meal, i1s brought to
China to some extent in native vessels. It is the produce of the
Metrozylon sagu, a species of palm, about 30 feet high and 18 inches
in diameter ; it is not fit to make sago from until it has atiained ma.
turity, at which time the trunk is hollow. The trce grows in Sumatra
and on the western side of Borneo; when cut down, the medullary
part of the trunk is scraped out and reduced to powder, and the fila.
ments separated by washing. The meal is cooked by baking. Itis
mide ready for sale by the natives by sewing the leaves of the tree
Into a sort of bag, seven of which are about equal to a pecul ; all the
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sago tamping, as these bags are called, is brought to Singapore, where
the Chinese have manufactories for refining and granulating it. "This
is done by mixing it with pure water, and rubbing the paste into little
arains. When well cured, it hasa pearly lustre, is slightly reddish, and
dissolves in liot water into a fine jelly. There are numerous manu.
factories in Singapore for making sago, from whence many thous.
ands of peculs are annually exported, principally to England. 1ts price
in China is $3 {o $4 per pecul.

38. Suark’s Fins. 'The fins of the shark are sought for from the
Indian ocean to the Sandwich islands to supply this market. 'The
chief supply is from Bombay and the Persian gulf. They are faf,
cartilaginous, and when cooked, esteemed by the Chinese as a stumu-
lant and tonic. ‘They should be thoroughly dried and kept from any
mossture.  About five hundred pieces are contained in a pecul, The
price is from $6 to $60 per pecul. There seems to be little or no choice
-as to what species of shark the fins are from, but those of a whitish
color are valeed much higher than the black sort. Sharks and
rays of all kinds form a common article of food on this seacoast. The
trade tn sharl’s fins is likely to extend at the north.

39. Skins and rurs. Twenty years ago, the fur trade with
China amounted to upwards of a million of dollars annually ; but
during the last two or three years no skins or furs whatever have been
brought to Canton; the few which are still taken in the Amencan
forests command better prices in the European markets. The amount
carried into China over the northern frontier is however still conside.
rable, though no account of the number can be obtained. Lamb-
skins of various sorts are much used in the northern parts of the country.
—The importation of cow and ox-hides is from the Archipelago, but
nothing definite is known as to its amount. The Chinese use com.
paratively little hide, as their shoes require only one thin piece on the
bottom to protect the felt. -

40. Saarrz or powder blue, is an oxide of cobalt melted with silex
and potash. The Chincse use it for painting on porcelain and glazed
copper vessels ; the consumption, which was never very great, has
fallen off, and the price declined the last few years.

41. Soap is used but sparingly by the Chinese generally, nor is
it satisfactorily ascertained that they know how to make it. 'The
lascars bring nearly all that is bought by the Chinese from Bengal ; 1t
is a coarse, gritty substance, but is largely used in this region, and the
imnortation 1s likely to extend a little at the north. The Chinese
have many poor substitutes for soap.

42, Srocirisi.  These are dried fish brought from Germany and
Engiand, cured without the use of salt. In appearance, when pre.
served, they resemble codfish. The-quantity brought is small, com-
parcd to what it was ten or twenty years ago. The Chinese themselves
cure immense quantities of fish in this way. '

43. Sranonse TeeTH are imported chiefly through Macao; they
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are brought from California and other parts of western America, and
are used by the Chinese in the same manner as ivory ; they are the
teeth and tushes of the walrus, and other cetaceous animals.

SzaweeD is an article imported from abroad in junks as well as
collected on this coast; the foreign sort is principally the léung fan
1soi from which agar-agar is made, but no particulars can be ascer-
tained regarding the trade. Seaweed 1s eaten after merely cleaning
and stewing it in fat or oil.

Tonrorse-sHeLL.  This is the crustaceous covering of the Testudo
imbricata, a native of the shores of most of the Indian islands; the
best comes {rom the Spice Is. and New Guinea, but it is collected all
over the Archipelago and West Pactfic. The common name is hawk’s
bill tortoise. ‘The shell is thicker, clearer, and more variegated than
that of any other spectes, and constitutes the sole value of the animal.
It is heart-form, and consists of thirteen inner with twenty-five mar-
sinal divisions. 'The middle side-pieces are the thickest, largest and
most valuable; the best 1s in large plates, free from cracks or car-
huncles, and almost transparent. ‘The small, broken and crooked
picces are worthless. ‘The Chinese use large guantities in the manu-
facture of combs, boxes, toys, &c. During the Company’s monopoly,
tortoise-shell was hrought to this market for exportation to England, but
it is now carried to Singapore, and very little is bronght to this port.
The price varies from $1000 down to $200 per pecul, according to
qualiy,

45, Wing, beer, &e.  With the exception of a little cherry-brandy,
and a few liquors now and then taken away by oflicials, all the wine,
heer and spirits imported are consumed by foreigners; all attempts
to introduce their use among the Chinese have failed—a result not
much to be regretted.

46. Woons. Besides the three sorts mentioned here, small amounts
of several other kinds are imported for consumption among the Chinese,
as rosewood, aigle wood, kayabuco wood, redwoeod, &e, Their own
forests furnish them with a farge variety of fine woods for cabinet.
work, and a good deal is brought across the western frontier. Junks
from Siam and Singapore bring spars for masts, which are used some.
times in building.

Ebony. This is the heart wood of the Diospyrus ebenus, a tree
growing in Mauritius, Ceylon, Lugonia, and other islands of the Indian
ccean. 'The best wood 1s of a jet black, free from veins and rind, the
texture compact, free from cracks and not worm.eaten. 'There are
other kinds of wood resembling ebony n external appearance, which
are often substituted for it. ‘The price of Mauritius ebony is about
$3 a pecul, and of Ceylon and Manila about $2 per pecul. The im.-
portation is not large, nor is it likely to increase much.

Sandal wood. This is the heart wood of a small tree, Santalum
album, which grows in India, and many of the islands of the Indian
and Pacific oceans. The tree resembles myrtle in size and appear-
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ance ; the flowers are red, and the berries black and juicy. The
billets are, after felling, barked, and then buried until the outer wood is
caten off by the whife ants, leaving only the heart. The color varies
from a light red to a dark yellow ; the deepest color 1s the best. The
best wood is near the roots. [n choosing sandal wood, the largest
pieces, and those of a firm texture, bhard, free from knofs or cracks, ofa
sweet smell, should be selected. The best sandal wood comes from
the Malabar coast, and sells from 810 to $18 a pecul; that brought
from Tinur is worth $8 to $10; while that found in the South Sea
islands, being small and knotty, is valued from $1 to $6. The chips
also form another sort, 'T'he Chinese use sandal wood in the form of
a fine powder to make incense sticks to burn in their houses and
temples ; they use some too in making fancy articles, as fans, card-
cases, balls, boxes, &c., which are beautifully carved, 1n the same
style as the ivory ware. An oil is extracted from it which is highly
valued for its aromatic qualities. It has the consistence of castor
oil, is_yellow and highly fragrant: it sinks in water.

Sapan wood. This is the wood of the Casalpina sapan, a {rec
which grows in India, Lugonia, Siam and Burmah. “The tree is of
the same genus as the Brazil wood, and has the same properties in an
inferior degree, and on that account is not imported to Europe. It is
cultivated for its red dye, which is the best known to the Indian is.
landers. It is used to a limited extent in cabinet work for inlaying,.
lts value is about $2 per pecul in the Canton markef, where large
quantities are brought, chiefly from Manila.

47. Wooren Mavuracreres. These are chiefly the produce of
English looms, but some inferior Spanish stripes and habit or lady.
cloths come from Belgium and Germany ; the old marks and goods
are however preferred.  Dutch blankels are preferred to the English,
sometimes selling as high as $12 a pair. Longells are brought in
bales of assorted colors; scarlet (which is the happy color among the
Chinese) being the most sought after. Flannel is beginning to be
worn by the people of Canton eity among the middling classes, but
its use has not extended far. Worleys no longer come. Dulch cam-
lels sell much higher than English, and neither of them paid duty
under the old tariff, The importation is supposed to have decreased
since the Company’s time. Bunting, bombazetts, mmitation camlets,
carpeting, baizes, hosiery, &c., &c., are all brought to this market,
but they are not purchased to much extent by the people. In
18367, 10,957 ps. of bombazetts were imported, but the amount
has latterly greatly fallen off. The amounts of the principal deserip-
tions of woolens imported as mentioned in the Statement are probably
too low; they are at present about as follows in the principal sorts:

Broadcloth, Sp. stripes, &c., 30,000 ps.—G00,000 yds. at $1} per yd., is $750,000

Longells,ecovvieeeennn.s, 50,000 pieces, at 87,50 per piece, 15.... 375,000
English camlets, ......... 10,000 pieces, at 822, do.  is.... 220,000

Dutch camlets,. oo ouvv s, 1,000 picces,at 830  do.  1s.... 30,000
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It may be remarked concerning the {rade in woolen manufactures
with China, that while an increase may be looked for in the con.-
sumption of cotton goods, the same can hardly be expected in woolen
manufactures. And that for the following reasons: 1st. The trade
in woolens is not a new trade; it has had its day, and like other old
things, is now going out of date. It was entirely a forced trade dur-
ing the last years of the Company’s monopoly, and since then it has
been gradally declining, The present reduction of duties will be a
boon to the woolen trade; still were British woolens admitted duty
free it would be insufficient to make the woolen trade what it once
was. 2dly. Rich people prefer silks and skins; they wear longer, and
look better. Poor people prefer domestics, dyeing them, and wadding
with cotton j——they are cheaper and warmer. 3dly. Soochow used
to be the best market for woolens, When Yukien was governor of
Kiangs@, he issued an edict commanding all his subordinates and
their families not to wear articles of foreign make, but to encourage
the native manufactures. This occurred three or four ycars ago, and
was a great blow to the woolen trade. 4thly, The competition of
Russian woolens in the north has almost driven the English fabrics
out of the market; and Belgian and Suxon woolens are also beginning
to interfere with the produce of English looms at Canton.

48, WooLEN YARN is difficult of sale ; 241 peculs were 1mported in
18367, at $100 per pecul. The Chinese know not how to knit,
nor have they Jearned how to weave woolen cloth.

Sceetion 5.

TABULAR STATEMENT
OF THE FOREIGN EXPORT TRADE WITII (IIINA.

This statement of the export* trade is arranged in the same manner
as the preceding upon the import irade, and requires no additional ex.
planation,

i e i L _ _

* Export duties among the Chinese partake more of the nature of internal
excise duties than of external charges in order to detain the merchandise
within the country. They are merely a continuation of the fransit duties
which are levied throughout the empire, and which, in all countries where
they exist are only a modification of the excise, arising either from the futility
of attempting to levy excise by permits, or from the habits of the people pre-
ferring such a mode of taxaticn,
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TABULAR STATIEMENT CONCERNING THE FOREIGN EXPORT TRADIE WITH CHINA.

e

ARTICLES OF EXPORT. PER. | 'NUS. | DU, NEW DUTIES. AR PORT. *BRICE. VAL DU,
T.M.C.C.| T-M.C.C.] TMCC, | D C.|£ 5. Tavls.
I Alum....oiiiiiiei v ee s pecrl,] 02162 04232 01007} 0.14]0 U pcls.20,0001514 per pecul.| $30,000] 9 2,000
2 Anniseed Stars......ocvieiinene. g 10482306393 0500 0.70(0 2 . 22,0008 8 ’s 16,000| 83| 1,000
do. L T S .y — — 2000 6.94]1 5 ' o0 120 |, G,000] 54 R25()
3 ATSCNIC, ciitieiiiiair e rans ” — 1438 | 0750 1.04/0 3 7 300 12 " 3,600 83 2925
4 Bangles, or glass armlets...... 'y —_ —_ 0500 ] 0.70i0 £ boxes 400] 12 per box. 4,800 G4 200
» Bamboo screens, and ware..... N I — 1438 | 0200 0.28|0 1 pels. S0} 10 20 pr ppl. 750 2 10
6 DBrassleaf,..... teerteaianenataraaarns ’ 13844{ 14414 1500 2.10i0 7 boxes OS00l 40 per box. 20,000] 23 37
7 Building materials,. .............. — — Frec
8 Bone and horn ware,............ pecul.| — — 1000} 14010 5 03] pels.  10[50 e 100 pr pl. 750] 1 IAL
O Camphor, .covviiiiiiiiiiicn i, vy 0840513475 1500 2,100 7 vy 22,0000 25 per pecul. 50,000] &8 3,000
10 Canes of all kinds,,...............| thous. — — 0500] 0.70,0 3 thows. 2001 10 per thous. 2,000 G5 100
11 Capoor cutchery.................. pecnl.| 02249 02819 0300 04210 1 pels. 2001 6 per pecul. 1,200] 64 OU
12 Cassia, cvvreririiiiioe sreresn ’s 21309 23379 07501 1.04{0 3 3y 90,000 . 240,000{12 | 22,500
k do.,  buds....coiiiiiiiiiiiianes v — 2513 10001 1.40{0 S 19 400 12 19 4,800(11 400
do. ol ... ' 12695 13265, 5000 694/ b5 ., o0l 130 ,, 7,500{ 43 250
13 China root,.....c.c.ovievennneensns w | 0224904319 0200/ 0.28]0 1 » o 0000 3, 6,000]| 9 400
14 Chinaware of all kinds,........ - 06681, 098651 0500 0700 2 5 0,000(20 o 200 ,, 50,000 2,500
15 Clothes, reacy made............ v —_ — 05060 0.70|10 2 19 10120 ¢ 100, 400 o
16 Copper, tin, and pewter-ware,.| ,, — —_ 0500]| o70l0 2 G} 400{ 50 v 20,000 200
17 Corals (or false coral) .......... ’y — —_ 0500 0.700 2 boxes. 200] 15 per box. 3,000 100
13 Crackers and fireworks,.........[ 059072 065842 07501 1.04{0 3 s 0,000 4 . 20,000 700
19 Cubebs,...uveiiiiiireees e eennn. 0 — 3750 [ 1500 2.10[0 7 pels. 1001 20 per pecul. 2,000 150
20 Fans, as feather fans, &ec...... . — — 10001} 1.40,0 5 ' 10f 100 ,, 1,000 10
21 Furniture of all kinds,.......... ’3 — 0605 0200 0.“35!0 1 2 200(10 e 50 ,, 2,000 )
22 Galangal. i s 02249, 04319 0100 0.14/0 O ss 0001 14 per pecul. 7,500 B
23 Gamboge .......... et anenenanars ’9 -— 50660 2000 278|010 ’ 100] 50 . 5,000 200
24 Glassandglassware ofall kinds . — — 0500) 0.70/0 2 G 00110 a 50 ,, 1,000 243!
25 Glass beads,...ccovveivinienrennnnns, {4y 10539705967 0500/ 0.70[0 2 Gildoxes. 1,500] 15 per box. 22500 750
26 Glue, fish glue, common, &e.| , — 1185 0500 0700 2 Gdipels. 200 10 per pecul. 2,000 100
27 Grasscloth of all Kinds......... ) 00323 103931 10001 1.40/0 5 ’5 S0 50 ’y 15,000 300
2% LHartall (or orpunent)........... ’ 05972 QOGO 42] 0500 7010 2 )3 200] 10 29 2,000 190
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20 Tvoryware of all kinds.......... pecud.
30 Kittysols, or paper wibrellas. ’
31 Lackered ware of all kinds.... ’
32 Lead, white,ooooviiiniiinen 3
33 Lead, red,..... covvvainiiniininiann. ’s
34 Marble slabs....coeiiiiiiiiinnnaiy ya
35 Mats, stmw,ruttnn,bumbun,&u ‘s
36 Mother-o’-pearl ware............ '
37 Musk.. oo | cartty.
33 N ankeens nnd cnttnn cluths, pecul.
do. course Canton...... ’s
39 Pictures, viz., Inrge o1l pu.inting caeh.
do. rice- -paper. el Nratnitd
40 Paper fans........... eeeremtrennns necul.
41 Paper of all kinds................ ’s
42 Pearls (i. c. fulse pearls)....... ”
43 Preserves and swecetmeats...... s
44 Rattan work of all kKinds....... ’
45 Rhubarb .. o .
46 Silk, raw, Nanking ............. iy
do. Canton .. : s
do. do. LGHI'SE or refuse .
Silk Organzine..........oeeonn. .
Sitk thread of all kinds....... s
Silk ribbons....ciiiann s
Silk picce goods...ooveinnen. ..
Genernl charee on all Rinds, begides the follon-
fhn 'mrm.ufr:r edrlivs pivce of
Satin, 1st quality,... .40 tls. pirce.
do. 2d quality,......... 30 tls.|©
Senshaws, covvecininns 32 tls.p
Sarsnets, .....aciiieiaienn 24 tls .\
Pongees, ...oooviviuinnes 28 tls. .,
Silk Handkerchiefs....14 tls.
Parsce scarls, ............ 0 tls :
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0,000
10
6,000
500
1,000
10
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3,000
20
1,500
100

) per box,

10 ’
20 B
25 per hund.
15 "

200« 100 p. ppl.
50 per caltly.

5 ecach.
5 per hund.

#100 a 300p.pl.

o0 « 100 p. ppl.

50 per pecul.

20 ¢ 100 pr ppl.
10 per chest.

15 per box.
3
20 e 50 pr ppl.
45 per pecul.
300 ,,
200 ,,
&75
400 ,,
400 ,,
400 ,,

1,000
13,000
1,000
100
200
2,500
2 250
500
2,000

10,000

500
500
200
60,000
7,500
3,000
300
45,000
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1 I *1 4 ST AL . ‘N J iR ‘e y ’
ARTICLES OF EXPORT. per. | TREENISE L SO NEW DUTIES. | ANKUAL™ | AVERAGE ANNUAL | Por | TOTAI

DUTIES. EXPORT. PRICE, VALUE. |Cent.| DUTIES.
Firee of T.M.C.C.[ T.M.C.C.| T.M.C.C. [ D. C. |£ S8 D, Tacls,
Canton Crapes,.......... 32 tls.| prece.l 040 7.1 r12 00 0|16.67|3 0 5F|peculs1,000{$400 per pecul| 400,000{ 4 { 12,000
Silk Velvet, ............ 4B tls.| |, 3562
f Macedonians, ............ 42 tls.| ,, 0369.1
Plain Lutestring,....... Wtls.,] , |0200.2
Striped Lutestring,....28tls.] ,, | 02116
Twilled Lutestring,....40 tls.| ., 0211.6
Plain and figured silk,, 18 tis.] ,, 1 004 0.2
Gold ficured Damask.........] ,, | 01655
Embro'd silk hdkfs., 1 yd. sq.| each. | 002 3
do. silkshawls,7-4yd.sq.] ,, | 01255 J
N. ’. Purticular duties to be abolished
47 Silk and cotton mixtures, silk
and woollen mixtures, and |
goods of suchclass.........t peenl.| 35123} 35693 3000 | 4.17|015 14| peculs. 20{$130 per pecul £2,600] 34 60
43 Shoes and boots of all kinds,. .1 © — — 0200102380 1 0 1010 e 50 300{ 1 Q
4) Sandalwood ware.........oii| — — 1000 | 1.40/0 5 03} pecel.  1]100 2 300 ,, 200[ 1 1
IﬁU SP}T .................................. . —_— — 0400 0.56'0 2 0} fmnu;’s. 5001 6 . 3,0001 9 200
01 Silverware and goldware..... 1, — — 10000 11383210 43 pecul. 1{500 1500 ,, 1,000 1% 10
|52 Sugar, raw, white and brown.| | 0269 [ 0475 0250 0.35(0 1 3 | pcls.40,000] 4 ’s 160,000| 8% 10,000
n3 Sugar-candy of all kinds....... ., | 0325305323 0350 0490 1 94} ,, 30,000 7 ' 210,000 63| 10,500
lfi Tin foil........... ST TSR P . 06108060678 0500| 0.70[0 2 63| ,, 100440 . 4,000]1a2 1)
o3 Tea of all descriptions.......... , 1127946000 | 2500 347i012 7} ,,350,000{120¢ or $27,, | 9,450,000{12 {875,000
S6 Tobacco of all kinds............. . — — 0200|0230 1 0} ,, 100]10 ’ 1,000| 3 20
{ 97 TUrmeric .....ciieiiinan. s _ 1053 | 0200 028l0 1 O ., 1,000f 3 o 3,000{ 9 900
73 Tortoise-shell ware..............b —_ 14368 (10000 [13.8D[210 43 pecul. 112002 400 ,, 300] 24 10
99 Trunks of leather........ verean . — —_ 0200 028/0 1 0 |sets 500f 20 per set. 10,000({142 100
60 Treasure (i. e.foreign coin).... —_— —_— T'ree 11,160,250
61 Vermilion.......... v sewreneneel meeul.| 36038/ 36608 3000 | 4171015 13| boxes 1,000 40 per box. 40,000( 5 1,500
Articles unenumer’d in this tanft, 5 per cent .
Total Exports, and Export Duties, - - - §&24,500,000|r. 1,026,442
Add for Ship’'s Disbursements, &c., &e., as per Statement, section 7. - - - 500,000(10 37,500
L Total of Exports, Export Duties, and Tonnage dues - - - §£25,000,000)r, 1,003,042
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el

Summary of Table of Exports,  Alum. Amomum. Jnniseed stars, and o1l

-~ ]

Summary of the preceding. Arears | Pe dmon
Ship’s disbursements and tonnage dues; as per
statement, SECLION 7,v cvr e vevcrervancsones 8500,0001 10 | 37,500
1 S 9,450,000] 12 | 875,000
Raw silk, silk thread, and silk piece-goods of all
KINAS « vovevevininsincsreacssencassnnsns 2,747,000 33| 86,300
Sugar and sugar-andy. coo.vrciiriiiiiian 370,000y 71 20,500
CASSIL ¢« coeveconsenonescsssnsssnsasncsnsnos 240,0001 12 | 22,500
All other kinds of goods.cvoevvrvnnianennans, 032,700 53| 22,142
Treasure, duty free..oovvenerinrinnneennan, 11,160,250

Total as above,  $25,000,000 T. 1,063,942

Sectlon 6.

DESCRIPTION

OF THE ARTICLES OF EXPORT,

1. Arum. This article is exported from China in considerablo
quantities to India and the Archipelago. It is probably found in
the same geological position in this, as in other countries, namely,
in 2 slate, known as alum shale. The supply in the market is
abundant, buf it is often impure, cither from intentional adulteration,
or from the rudeness of the manipulations; the taste is not so
sharp as that of European alum, but the pieces are usually crystalized
and transparent. Great quantities are employed by the Chinese in
purifving the water which they use for culinary purposes; they also
use it in sizing bamboo paper for foreign printing.

Asouuvy. The seeds of the Amomum verum have a strong, pene-
trating smell, and an aromatic, warm taste. The tree grows in
China and the East Indies. The fruit is shaped like a grape, and
contains three celis, each of which has a number of blackish seeds.
The pods are of little value, as also are the seeds when wrinkled and
small.  When good, the pods are heavy, of a light gray color, and
filled with grains. Their uses are similar fo thosc of anniseed stars.

2. ANNisgeD sTARS. These are the fruit of a small tree, Hlicium
anisatum, which grows in China, Japan, and the Philippines. They
are prized for their aromatic taste, and for the volatile oil obtained
from them. The name of star is applied to them on account of the
manoer in which they grow, the pods being in small clusters joined
together at one end, and diverging 1n five rays. The husks have
a more'aromatic flavor than the seeds, but they are not as sweet. In
China, their most common use is to season sweet dishes; in Japan,
they are placed on the tombs of friends, and presented as offerings
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Arsenic. Bangles. Buamboo. Brass leaf. Bwilding malerials.  Bone-wure,
in the temples. They are chiefly exported direct to England and the
north of Europe, at the average value of $84 per pecul ; formerly a
large part went to England vii Singapore or India.

Oil of anniseed goes chiefly. to. Europe and the United States, at
an average export of 200 peculs, at $110 per pecul. 1t 1s used in
Imrfumcn and medicine, S

3. Amrspwic is sent, for the most part to lndm, where it 1s used as a
medicine. 1t s obtained by sublimation from the native sulphuret of
arsenic or hartall, |

4. BawoLes is the name given to the wrist and ankle rings so
senerally worn by orientals. 'The Chinese make them of a clouded
or plain vitreous substance fo imitate jade stone or chalcedony. They
are packed in boxes containing a thousand pairs, each box estimated
to weigh a pecul,

5. BamBoo and bumboo ware. The uscs of this plant are so nume.
rous, that it is almost as easy to enumerate them by saying what the
plant is not used for as by describing them. The shoofs are botled,
pickled and comfited ; the roots are carved into fantastic images, or cut
into lantern handles and canes, the tapering culms are used for all
purposes that poles can be applu,d fo in carrying, supporting, propel.
ling and measuring ; for the props of houses and the ribs of sails ; the
shafts of spears, the wattles of abattis, and the handles and ribs of um.
brellas and fans; the leaves are sewed into rain-clokes and thatches;
the epidermis, cut into splinths of various sizes, is woven _into bas-
kets of every form and fancy, plaited into awnings, and twisted
into cables. 1t furnishes the bed for sleeping, the chopsticks for
eating, the pipe for smoking, and the broom for sweeping;—-the ma.
tress to lie upon, the chair to sit upon, the table to eat on, the food
to cat and the fuel to cook it with, are also derived from it:—the
{ferule to wovern with, and the book to study from; the tapering plec.
tram for the lyre, and the dreaded instrument of the judge ; the skewer
to pin the hair, and the hat to screen the head; the paper {o write on,
the pencil to write with, and the cup to put the pencil in; the rule to
measure lengths, the cup to gage quantities, and the bucket to draw
water; the bud-cwe, the crab. net, the ﬁshpﬂle, and the sumpitan,
&ec. &c., are one and all furnished by this plant, whose beauty when
gmwing is commensurate to its usefulness when cut down. Bamboo
ware, as chairs, screens, couches, &c., is largely exported, but no
account of the amount or direction has ever been kept.

G. Brass Liar, or tinsel, is manufactured by the Chinese to an
enormous extent for making the kin hwd, or ¢golden flowers,’ used 1n
worship. It is exported to Indm a hox is estimated to hold 50 catties.

7. BUILDING MATERIALS. I‘hls is much too vague a term, and
ought never to have been suffered in the tariff. Bnclxs, stone, lime,
timber, &c., are included under this head.

8. Boxe and horn ware. Small boxes, lanterns, paper knives, but-
tons, and many small articles of dress, are made from horn and bones.
T'he ware has never paid duty, and the amount here given is guessed at,
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Cunes, Capoor cutchery. Cussiae hignea, buds, and oil.

—

9. Camruor. See No. 6 of imporis, page 106.

10. Caxes or whanghees., 'These are sent to England for the um.
brella manufacturers; they are usually of bamboo. Walking-sticks are
sold to considerable extent in Canton, made from many kinds of wood,
and cut info a great variety of shapes.

11. Caroor curcuery. Thisis the root of a plant which grows
in China ; 1t 1s about half an inch in diameter, and is cut into small
pieces and dried for exportation; has infernally a whitish color, but
externally it 1s rough and of a reddish color; it has a pungent and
bitterish taste, and a slight aromatic smell. It is exported to Bombay,
and from thence to Persia and Arabia; it is said to be used in per-
fumery and for medicinal purposes, and also fo preserve clothes
from insects.

12, Cassta. 'This isof three kinds in commerce ; cassia lignea
which is the bark of the tree, cassia buds, and cassia fistula or pods,
which comes from Egypt and India.  Cassia lignea is the substance
commoniy called cassia, and 1s exported from China to all parts of
the world. 1t is the decorticated bark of the Laurus cassia, a large
tree which grows in the southern provinces of China, and is also found
in the northerly islands of the Archipelago. The bark is stripped oft
by running a kmie longitudinally along the branch on both sides,
and then gradually loosening it ; after it is faken off; it is suffered to
lie for twenty-four hours, during which time it undergoes a kind of
fermentation, and the epidermis is easily scraped off.  The bark soon
dries into the quilled shape in which it comes to market. Thin pieces,
having an agreeable spicy taste, a brownish red color, and a tolerably
smooth surface, are the best kind ; the small and broken, 1s infcrior.
The cassia brought from Cevlon and Malabar is inferior to the Chi-
nese, more liable to foul packing, thicker and darker colored, and
less aromatic. ‘T'he Chinese cassia is sewed up in mats, usually two
or more rolls in each mat, and a pound in a roll; it is easily distin-
guished from cinnamon, which it resembles, being smaller quilled,
breaks shorter, and is less pungent. Cassia used to be necarly all
smgeled, but it now pays duty; it is shipped to Great Britain, Europe
and the United Stalces, to the extent of 35,000 peculs annually, at the
average: value of 89 per pecul.

Cuassia buds are obtained from the same tree as the cassia lignea ;
they are the fleshy receptacles of the seeds, and bear some resemblance
to cloves, when fresh, possessing a fine cinnamon flavor. ‘Those that
are plump and freshy and free from stallss and dirt, are considered the
hest. Cassia buds are also obtained from {he cinnamon tree. If the
buds are packed in the same bundles with the bark, the flavor of both
are improved. They are shipped for the most part to Great Britain
and Europe, some to India; upwards of 500 peculs at $16 each, are
annually sent to those quarters,

Cassia oil is obtained from the leaves of the cassia tree by dis-
tillation ; and is used as a medicine, under the name of oleum malaba-

thri, It is casily tested by putling it on the hand, where it will
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Chine root.  Chine ware.  Clothes.  Copper-ware,  Cruckers. Cubebs,

evaporate slowly, and any foreign substance in it will thus be detect.
ed. The leaves are exported under the name of folia malabathsi.
The manufacture of the oil has almost ceased during the last year
or two, owing to some dificulty in the country, but the constant
demand for 1t will probably sovon cause a resumption. There are
few products of the Last that are more useful than the cassia tree.
The wood, the bark, the leaves, the buds, and the oil, are all in re.
quest for various purposes in carpentry, medicine, and cookery,

13. Cmina moor. This i1s the root of the Smilaz Ching, a climb.
ing plant. The roofs are jointed, knobbed, thick, of a brown color,
and break short ; when cut, the surface i1s smooth, close, grained and
clossy, of a pale red color; but if old and wormy, dust flies from it
whien broken ; 1n this state, it is worthless, The market price varies
from %31 to $4 per pecul. It is used by the Chinese extensively as
a medicine, and is exported to England, India, and Europe for the
same purpose.

14. CHINAWARE, or porcelain. Comparatively little of this ware is
now exported, and that is of the cheaper sorts. When the produc.
tions of the Kast were first carried round the cape of Good Hope,
the porcelain of Cluna bore an enormous price, and the profits of the
first shipments were great. But the process of manufacturing it
having been ascertained, the Kuropean nations began to make it, and
soon rivaled the Clinese. Chinaware is sold in sets, consisting of a
table set of 270 pieces, at from 12 to 75 taels; a breakfast set of 20
pieces, af three taels; a long tea set of 101 pieces, at 11 to 13 taels;
and a short tea set of 46 pieces, at from 5 to 6 taels. Flower pols,
vases, ]ars, fruit baskets, table ornaments, &ec., are made of porcelain
to any pattern by the Chinese. It is now sent to Bombay and other
parts of India, and also to the United States.

15. CrotHEs are sent from this market to South America, made from
grasscloth and nankeen. No account of the quantity has been kept.

16. Correr-ware. Bowls, plates, hookas, curry pots, &e., of copper
and white copper are bought by the lascars, and also shipped to India.
The amount here given is a mere guess. Tutenague and tin-ware 19
also exported to the Archipelago.

17. Corars. To India entirely; a box 1s here estimated to weigh
a pecul. -

18. Crackers, &c. The largest proportion of fire-crackers go fo
the United States; some are shipped to India and South Ainerica.
They arc made up-in strings, and then in papers, and lastly in boxes,
five of which are estimated to weigh one pecul. The market of Can-
ton is chiefly supplied with fireworks {from Fatshan.

19. Cusness. These are the fruit of the Piper cubeba, a vine growing
in China, Java, and Nipil, and resemble pepper-corns so closely, that
externally they are only distinguished from them by a process on that
side by which they were attached to the stalk. Cubebs have a gray-
ish-brown color, with a wrinkled pericarp inclosing a single seed, and
a warm, pungent slightly bitter taste, with a pleasant, aromatic smell.
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Curiosilices. Tuns. Furntture, Galungal. Gamboge.

The heavy, plump fruit is the best ; and if not ripe when gathered,
the seed is soft and much wrinkled. Cubebs are valued in this mar-
ket from $18 to $20 per pecul; 18,500 lbs. were imported into Eng.
land in 1830 from the Kast; but the Dutch carry on the largest trade
in this article; as the best sort coies from Java, and those {rom
China go whally to India.

Currostrzes.  Under this general term is included a great variety
of articles purchased by those who visit China as rarities, or articles
peculiar to the country. It is impossible to particularize them, as they
consist chiefly of such things as please the fancy, and arc for the
most part procured for ornament’s sake. Vases, pofs, jars, cups, or-
namental screens, plates, boxes, &c., made of copper, iron, silver, por-.
celain, stone, lackered-ware or wood, of every shape, size, and variety
of workmanship, rings, stands and pedestals, lanterns, scrolls, &c., &c.,
constitute most of the articles sent abroad as curiosities. The number
of shops in Canton where they are sold offers the purchaser an ex-
tensive choice. It 1s 1mpossible to ascertain the amount, but it is
probably over $20,000 annually.

20, 40, Faws are princtpally exporied to the United States ; a few go
to India and South America. Those sent abroad are made of palm-
leaf and paper; feather and silken ones are not so often shipped.
Fire.screens are included under this head as well as fans; these are
lackered. In 1836-7, 171,143 fans and fire-screens were shipped o
America, at $1% per thousand, and 2,200 feather fans at 40 cents
each. According to the old duty, 100 fans paid 14 mace duty. "T'he
areatest part of the fans sent abroad are those which do not fold up.—
It seems singular that the article of fans should not have been inen.
tioned under one number in the tanil

21. Funrnrrure. Most of the articles of furniture shipped are to
private orders. 'The cabinet work of the Chinese carpenters is credi-
tuble, but their veneer work is poor, partly owing to the inferior gluc.

22. GarLancaL. 'This root is obtained from two different planis,
the greater from the Kaempferia galanga, the smaller from the Maranta
galanga. The greater is a tough, woody root, with a thin bark, and
full of knobby circles on the outside. It is bitterish, less aromatic,
and less valuable than the smaller. This latter is a root of a reddish
brown outside, and pale red within. The roofs are rarely over two
inches in length, and hardly half an inch tluck, extremely firm,
though light. The best is full and plump, has a bright color, a hot,
acrid, peppery taste, and an aromalic smell; the smaller should always
he obtained, if possible. It is used prineipally in cookery, and is ex.
ported chiefly to India; considerable also goes to Europe.

23, Gansoce. This is so named from the country Camboja, which
produces the tree (Garcinia cambogia); it is also found in China and
Siam, in which latter country the tree is wounded to obtain the gum.-
resin, It is brought from Bangkok to China in junks, and also from
Cochinchina. The juice is inspissated in the sun, and made into
rolls, which have a brownsh.vellow color and a smocoth surlace. 1
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Gluss beuds. Glue. Grasscloth. Harlall. Tvoryware. Kz’tfyso!;. Laclered wm'f.;,

when rubbed upon the wet nail the color be a bright lemon, and no
arittiness be felt, it is good ; when burned the flame is white, and the
residuum a grayish ash ; it breaks vitreous, has no taste, and very
little smell.  The large, gritty and dark colored pieces are of an
inferior quality. Gamboge is used as a pigment and as a medicine;
and 1s exported in considerable quantities from China and Singapore,

25. GLass Beaps are sent wholly to India or the Archipelago;
those for India are shipped to Bombay. Five boxes are estimated to
weigh a pecul; 1345 boxes were shipped in 1836, at $18 per box.

26. (xLue. ‘This article 15 made from ox-hides, but i1s not so tena.
cious as the Irish glue. Fish-glue is made from the sounds and
the noses of some sorts of fish; the polynemus or binni carp affords
it.  Cowhide glue is exported to India ; fish.glue is used in cookery,
and a substance of the same name, resembling jclly, is a delicate
article of foed among the Chinese.

27. GrasscLorn. This beauatiful fabric is the linen of China ; it is
woven from the fibres of the Sida, and extensively used by the peo.
ple; there is the unbleached and the bleached. It is woven into narrow
pieces and into handkerchiefs; the export is chiefly to India and the
United States; many handkerchiefs go to the latter country.

28, Harrarw or orpiment. This 1s a native sulphuret of arsenie,
and is used as a coloring drug. It is found in China, Burmah, Hun.
gary and Turkey. ¢« Native orpiment is composed of thin plates of a
lively gold color intermixed with pieces of vermilion red, of a shat.
tery foliaccous texture, flexible, soft like tale, and sparkiing when
broken;” when burned, it throws off much sulphureous smoke, It is
all sent to India; 612 peculs went in 1836, at $14 per pecul.

29. Ivoryware. ‘The elegant carving of the Chinese in ivory,
and the cheapness of the articles, causes a large sale of the most
useful to all parts of the world. Fans, seals, paper-lknives, chessmen,
&e., &c., are exported principally to the United States and India,
but also to South America, Europe, &c. Under the old system, 100
ivory fans were estimated to weigh 6 catties 4 taels, and paid 61
mace duty.

30. Krrrvsors. These are a cheap sort of umbrella, made of
bamboo frames covered with oiled paper or cheap silk. They are sent
to the Archipelago and India in boxes containing 100 umbrellas each,
which is estimated fo be a pecul. Considering the material they are
made of, this sort of umbrella or parasol (for their use is for the most
part as a protection against the sun) wear a long time.

- 31, Lackeren warr, This ware was formerly exported in con.
siderable quantities, but partly owing to the liability to injury on the
homeward passage, and being superseded abroad by other things more
substantial, the exportation has dwindled to a mere trifle. Such articles
as are exported consist of thcse which have always been in request,
as fans, waiters, hoxes, tea-boards, tea-caddies, teapoys, &e. The
patterns worked on them afleet their sale, and the least mark spoils
the-varnish. The best kind of lackered ware comes from Japan, but
it 1s difticult to be obtained in China.
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32, 33. Leap, white and red. White lead is manufactured by the
Chinese to a large extent for various purposes in the arts; it 1s pur.
chased by the captains of ships for painting. Red lead is made and
used almost wholly by the Chinese themselves; the exportaiion is
utterly insignificant,

34. ManpiE sLaBs. This article consists of slabs about a foot
square, and is exported to India, Sydney, South America, &c., for
pavements or floors. It is a blue clouded marble, obtained to the
northiwest of Canton. There is also a red breccia marble brought to
Canton, which is employed in tables, stone stools, &c.; it is seldom
sent abroad. The exportation of these slabs was fornwrly prohibited,
and the trade henceforth is likely to increase somewhat. Ten slabs
are estimated to weigh a pecul.—Tiles of various sorts have in some
scasons been largely exported. The large square tile is about the
same size, and is used for the same purposes, as the marble slabs,
The tiles used by the Chinese in roofing are of two sorls, an upper
and a lower piece; they are not so often sent abroad.

35, Mars, Table mats are made by the Chinese very beautifully,
and the demand for them has increased the importation of rattans
within the last few years. ‘They are exported to all parts of the
world. Table mats are put up in sets of six each of different sizes,
or else are made and put up to order, Floor mats are made of a rush
cultivated for the purpose; the best are called [liientan mats, They
are either plain white, or plaid red and white. The manufacture of
matting for sails of boats and junks employs myriads of worlimen ;
and that for floors and envelops of boxe: and cases, as many more.
Floor matting is put up in rolls containing 50 mats of 6 by 4 feet;
such a roll is estimated to weigh 2 pecul. ‘The annual exportation
to the United States is upwards of 10,000 rolls of 40 yards each,
at 84 a roll. It is also sent to India and South Ametica, Sydney,
&c. When matting 1s shipped, care should be taken that the rolls
are perfectly dry, or they will mildew and become rotten,

36. MorHER-0’-PEARL WARE is sent to South America, Europe, and
clsewhere, in small quantities; the nalker of this and other shells is
used to inlay in lacker-ware, its iridescence making a beautiful con-
trast with the black lacker. No data as to the amount of the ex.
portation are available, and as the ware is carried away in small
parcels no duty has heretofore been levied on it.

37. Musk. The gensine musk-is much prized, and is rare and
costly ; on which account it is often and much adulterated. 1t is
found on a species of antelope (Moschus moschifera) inhabiting Tibet,
Stheria, and China j but it is probable that musk is obtained from several
kinds of deer in the central parts of Asia. In this market, musk is
found in the bags, about as large as a walnut, in which it grows on
the animal. Good musk is of a dark, purplish color, dry and light,
and gencrally in concrete, smooth, unctuous grains ; its taste 18 bit.
ter, and its smell strong, and disagreeable to many persons. The
hags are often counterfeiled by those of skin ; but these have a paler

Co G, 18
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color than the true, and the hair is uneven. The degee of purity
and sirength of this drug can be ascertained by macerating it for a
few days in spirits of wine, to which it imparts a strong scent. Musk
is adulterated with many substances, the most common of which is
a kind of brown unciuous earth, heavier than the real secretion ; the
animal’s blood is often mixed with it, and every bag should be opened,
When good musk is rubbed on paper, the trace is of a bright yellow
color, and free from any grittiness. The average exportation is ahout
200 catties, at $60 a calty, but none ever passes the custom.house. It
1s used for perfumery and medicine. An inferior sort is found in
the Indian markets, and a still baser kind is brought from Russia,

Musk seep. These are the fruit of the Hibiscus abelmoschus, which
grows in China and other countrics.- The Arablans use them to
give flavor to their coffee. The seeds are flat, kidney.shaped, about
the size of a large pinhead, and have a considerable odor of musk,
with a slightly aromatic, bitterish taste. The black and musty seeds
are not good; a grayish color is the natural one. They are now
brought to Xurope from South America and the West Indies.

38. Navkrens.' This is a kind of cotton cloth, so named from
Nanking, where the reddish threads were originally made. They are
divided into Company’s, of which three are three qualities, and narrow
nankeens ; the former are the finest and most esteemed. Nankeens
are also manufactured in Canton and other parts of the empire, but
the fabric is of an inferior quality. Those made in China still main-
tain their superiority in color and texture over the imitations of other
countries. 'The price varies from $45 to $90 per hundred pieces.
This cloth is extensively worn by the Chinese themselves, who
usually dye it with indigo. The exportation is now trifling, and almost
wholly to England, although small quantities find their way else-
where. The duty, which was formerly a discriminating one, has been
equalized under the new tariff, and includes nankeens and all other
kinds of native cotton cloths,

39. Prcrures. There are many shops in Canton and Macao,
where pictures and charts are copied, and one or two where portraits
are taken ; the number annually carried away is very great, but here.
tofore no duty was or could be levied upon them, Rice paper pictures
are also exported.in large quantities, especially to South America, but
neither on these has any duty .been levied. The elegant coloring of
these pictures is well known.—To call the:-paper, on which these pic-
tures are painted, rice paper, is a misnomer, for no rice is used in
making it ; it is simply the pith of a plant, and should be called pith
paper.

41. DParer, such as that on which this book is printed, is manu.
factured from the common yellow bamboo paper of the Chinese hy
sizing 1t In water saturated with alum, to which glue is added ; tho
sheets are dried and smoothed by rubbing them on a warm wall,  The
glazing which is upon writing paper is made by waxing the sheel,
and afterwards rubbing it with a smooth stonc; two, three, and four
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sheets are made into one thick sheet for ledgers, or other account-
books, by the same process, after wetting the inner surfaces with
glue water, and drying the sheet in the sun. There is also a thin
paper, called Nanking paper, which is manufactured from cotton wool,
that is tougher and more flexible than the bamboo paper. Colored
paper is exported in considerable quantities; the exportation of all
kinds is princtpally to India and the Archipelago. The consumption
of Chinese writing paper is great in this part of the world, on
account of ifs not being injured by the climate ; foreign paper sized
with glue being liable to spoil. ' -

42. Pearts, or false pearls. These are manufactured to a great
cxtent by the Chinese for their own use; fish-glue is the principal
ingredient. They.are exported altogether to India and the Straits,
where they are used for ornaments; and are packed in boxes con.
taining 100,000 pearls, each of which is estimated to weigh a pecul.

43, Preserves, &c,. The Chinese candy many things which are
not considered fit for such purposes elsewhere, as millet seeds, bambao
shoots, slices of the lily root, &c.; these are hawked about the streets.
Ginger roof, preserved in sugar, is the most common sweetmeat ex-
ported; it is made of the tender roots of the ginger plant (Zinziber
qﬁicinali&:}, and when good has a bright appearance, a dark red
color, and 13 somewhat translucent. If the roots are old, the conserve
will be stringy, tough and tasteless. DMuch of this kind of sweetmeat
is carrted to India for consumption there, and for reéxportation fo
England and the Content; the export to the Uniled States is con-
siderable ; also to Sydney, South America, &c. Other kinds of con.
serves, as whampee, guava, and pear, jelly, citron, kumquat oranges
&ec., &c., are also sent abroad; the total exportation may be put down
at 10,000 boxes, value about $50,000. A box 13 estimated at 25
catties, - - . |

44, Rarrany worg. Baskets of various forms and sizes, table
mats, chairs, and other articles made of rattan, are exported in small
quantities to all parts of the world, but no data are available as to the
amount. | . -

45, Rausars. This drug is the dried roots of the Rheum palmatum,
. a plant which grows in Tartary and China. From Central Asia it is
carried to St. Petersburg and Sinyrna. ‘The rhubarb from Russia,
which is the best, owes its reputation for goodness to the care taken
In curing and assorting it. The Chinese dig the roots early in the
spring, before the leaves appear, cut-them into long flat pieces; dry
them for two or three days in the shade ; and then string them on
cords in.cool places, and dry them. thoroughly. Rhubarb is often
spotled by moisture in drying,. when it becomes. light and spongy ;
it.is liable also to be eaten by worms. - Good rhubarb is of a firm
texture, when cut has a lively, mottled appearance, and is perfectly
dry. .The taste is, bitter, acrid- and unpleasant, and, the, sme}l some-
what :aromatic.-. ; If.when: chewed, it becomps. mucilaginous,, it is not
zool 5 it also imparts to the:spiitle . a deep saffron tinge. . If black or
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green when broken, it ought to be rejected. The price of rhubarh
varies from $38 to 840 per pecul for those roots cured without
splitting ; and $50 to $60 a pecul for the cut. Upwards of 1500
peculs are exported to England, Europe and the United States, at an
average of $50 per pecul. That found in this market has always
been inferior to that brought from Russia and Turkey.

SEA SHELLs, tnsects, &c. The shores of the islands of the Indian
ocean afford a great variety of beautiful and rare shells, such as the
cabbage shell, the nautilus, wentle.trap, the trumpet shell, the ducal
mantle, &c. They are brought hither in junks from the Archipelago,
and from the islands along the coast. The assortment of shells for
sale here 1s not so great as might be inferred from the quantities ex.
posed, but by a hftle search and selection, one can collect many tens,
mostly salt water shells. Few or no fresh water shells are collected.
Both sorts are sometimes 1njured by scraping and varnishing them.—
Bestde shells, as objects of natural history, insects are also procurable
at Cantfon, tolerably well preserved; they are mostly coleopterous
insects, as beetles; butterflies and other classes are also gathered,
especially those which are gay. Precious stones are seen in small
quantities, but rather inferior; chrysolite, malachite, cornelians, agates
and jade, are the most common. Other minerals, especially lime-
stone and quartz are cut into fantastic shapes; but these specimens
being always lackered, are spotled for natural objects. Birds or fishes
are seldom seen preserved.

46. Six. The mulberry is cultivated in all the provinces of Chi-
na, except the most northerly, and silk is raised wherever the tree
grows. The best raw silk, called faysaam, comes from the province
of Hookwang ; the isatlee also comes from that province and Che-
kiang; both kinds are called Nanking raw silk, and are chiefly-exported
to England. In 1833-34, the price of the best sorts was from $300
to $350 per pecul, and the annual exportation was between ten and
twelve thousand bales; in 1836-37, it was upwards of twenty thou-
sand peeuls, much of which was shipped oft at $500 per pecul. Since
that period, for some undiscovered reason, the quantity brought to
market has fallen off; and although the prices range between $400
and $450, still the whole amount hardly exceeds 5000 bales in a
twelvemonth, In the new tariff; the duty is the same on the raw
silk from all the provinces; for if is probable, that as the trade ex-
tends at Ningpo and Shanghae, toferior qualities of silk will be sent
abroad ; indced, tf the exportation of silk and tea does not increase,
it 1s difficult to sce with what commodities the Chinese are to buy
the large amount of foreign goods that are likely to be brought to the
new ports. The Nanking raw silk exported the past year will average
3450 per peculy, or $100 hicher than is set down in the Statement.
The waste or refuse raw silk goes entirely to India.

Silk organzine is “formed of two, three, or more, singles (1. e. recled
threads after being twisted), according to the substance required, twist.
ed together tn a contrary dircc'ion to that of which it is composed
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are twisted,” It is included in the statements of trade under the
name of silk thread. Organzine is also called thrown silk, though
there may be some difference between the two, as it is said organzine
is not made by the Chinese; it is used in weaving piece goods, Silk
thread and ribbons go to the United States and South America, Silk
piece-goods of all kinds are shipped for the most part to the United
States, Mexico and South America, but considerable quantities go also
to England chiefly for re.exportation; one seventh of the total ex-
portation in 1836-7, was in English ships. Instead of the annual
export of $400,000 stated in the Table, it should be one million of
dollars, and the duties put at $30,000.

Most of the various descriptions of silk piece goods usually exported
are enumerated in the Table; there are a few others, as gauze, crape
shawls, levantines, taffeta, but all description of them is here omitted.

47. Sk and collon mixtures, &c., are now seldom exported, and
the trade in them is of no importance at present.

48, Smoes, &c. Chinese shoes are seldom exported, even in
junks, except perhaps a few embroidered pairs. ‘Lhe artisans who
make foreizn shoes in China employ horse and cow or huffalo hide,
very little calf-skin or morocco being imported. The hide is tanned
with saltpetre and urine, and is porous and weak. The price of shoes
varies from fifty cents to $1} per pair, and more than that for hoots.
Considerable quantities are made for South America, but there are
no particulars as to the sorts or amount.

49, Sawparwoop ware. The best pieces of sandalwood are
carved into the same sorts of fancy articles as are made of ivory and
tortoise-shell, hut nothing definite can be ascertained as to the amount.
Like all the articles which are included under the comprehiensive term
of curiosities, this ware scldom pays duty or is reported in manifests.

50. Sov. This 1s a condiment made from the Dolichos bean,
which grows in China and Japan; the name is derived from the Ja-
pancse siyau. To make it the beans are boiled soft, and then an
equal qantity of wheat or barley is added ; after this has thoroughly
fermented, a quantity of salt, and three times as much water as the
beans were at first, are added, The whole compound is now left for
two or three months, and then pressed and strained. Good soy has
an agrecable taste, and if shaken in-a tumbler, lines the vessel with a
lively yellowish-brown froth; the color of soy in the vessel is nearly
black, It improves much by age. Japan soy is considered superior
to the Chinese, but both are of different qualities, and are probably
made of various materials, some of which may be base enough. It is
for the most part sent to England and America.

51. Siuver-wanre and gold-ware. Some of the specimens of work:
manship in gold and silver found in the jeweler’s shops in Canton are
very elegant, especially the chased open work, on haskets, trays, &c.
A considerable quantity of silver-ware is carried away in table silver,
which is manufactured at about 18 per cent, advance on the weight,
Almost any article of gold or silver.ware can be made in Canton from
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patterns given to the workmen. No data are obtainable as to the
amount exported, much of which goes to Sydney and South America,
but it is probably not far from $10,000.

52, 53. Sucar. This is the manufactured product of the juice of
the Saccharum officinale, or sugar cane. From all the notices that
can be obtained from ancient history, it is very probable that China
was the first country in which the sugar cane was cultivated. [fs
native countiry is the southern part of the continent of Asia, and ifs
properties have been well known by the inhabitants for many ages,
Among the Chinese, the cultivation of it 1s carried to an extent
sufiicient to supply their own wants, and also to form an article of
exporf. The varieties of the cane are several, but the only one cul.
tivated is the same as that which grows in the West Indies. The
process of manufacturing it is simple and laborious; the machinery
is coarse, and the labor performed mostly by human strength. In
the Indian islands, the manufacture is in the hands of the Chinese,
the natives supplying them with the cane. The natives, however,
make a coarse sugar for their own use, called jaggery. A few years
ago, above 100, 000 peculs of raw sugar were annually shipped from
China to Bambay, but in consequence of the competition of sugar
from Manila and Siam, the quantity has greatly fallen off. This kind
of sugar is the sort commonly used by the Chinese ; its average price
is about 85 per pecul.

Sugar candy is made by crystalizing the raw sugar ; the best comes
from Fukien, called Chinchew, from which province, especially
though the newly opened port of Amoy, the exportation is likely to
increase. It is for the most part carried to India. Pingfa sugar is

the name given to the pounded sugar candy; pingfa 7k Z"E"‘ means

‘crystal flowers,” applied to this sort because it is the ping tang, or
candied sugar, made fine. It was formerly carried to the United
States, but the exportation 1s now chiefly to India.

54, Tix roiwL is estimated at half the value of brass leaf; it goes
prmmpally to {ndia.

. Iea. The limits of this work will not admit of a full descrip-
tmn u[‘ the various sorts of tea, or an account of their preparation;
nor would the most minute details enable any one to select good teas, or
supply that skill which practice gives in discriminating their qualities.
An account of the cultivation of the plant, and mode of curing the
Jeaves, together with some information respecting the different varie.
ties of black and green teas, the origin of the names and_ other par-

ticulars relating to its sale and consumptmn, is contained in the

Chinese R'aposntmy, Vol. VIII, pages 132-164, to which the reader
is referred.

~ In the Tabular Statement, the total mpnrhtlm of tea s put down
at 350,000 peculs or forty millions of pounds, bt it is probablv nearer
427,500 peculs, or fifty-seven millions of pounds viz., to" England,

40,000,000 Ibs.; to the United States, 14,000,000 Ibs:; . and o :tll U“il:'l



