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NATCRE OF THE CoUNTRY. Paraguay
takes its name from the great river Para-
cuay, as the provinee called Rio de la Plata
does from the lower part of the same ri-
ver, that takes, a little above Buenos

}1@5, this name, which is equivalent to
that of the river of silver. It was so called
by the Spaniards who first proceeded up it,
probably because they found sone span-
oles of silver mixed amongst the sand.
several geographers have asserted, that
there ave mines of gold and silver m the

environs of the viver 3 but it would be dit-
ficult to prove what they have advanced.
It is, however, certain, that Paraguay pro-
duces neither iron nor copper. The je-
cuits have declared this to be the case;
and their assertion is confirmed by Helms.

The upper part of the country which
lics along the rivers of Paraguay, Pilco-
mayo,and Vermejo, consists of fine plains,
watered by a great number of rivalets,
agrecable hills, and thick torests; but the
lower part contalns & series of barren or
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swampy countries, in which there ave
Jarge saline plains. To the cast of Pa-
rana, the ground 1s hilly.

VEGETABLE PropucTIONs. Without
mentioning either the maize, which the
Indians, who have submutted to the Spa-
niards, use generally for making bread,
or the manioc and yuca, roots from
which they prepare another sort of bread,
which is very useful for travellers, as 1
will keep a long while, all the sorts of
prain and pulse which the Spantards have
introduced in Paraguay grow with asto-
nishing success. There are, indeed, but
very few vines, either because the soil 1s
not fit for them, or perhaps because the
missionaries have prevented them from
being generally introduced, in order to
check the outrages which gencrally follow
the use of wine. Instead of this liquor,
the Indians drink, at thewr festivals, a kind
of beer, which is nothing mare than watey
in which they have left to ferment for two
or three days scme maize flour, the sced
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o which has been steeped in water, and
allowed to eerminate, after which it s
dried and ground.  This liquor 1s capa-
ble of incbviating the drinker; it 1s called
chice oy ciccre; and the Indians think that
nothing can be mere delicious. It 1s said,
that the chicals more agreeable to the pa-
Jat than eyder, and more light und whole-
some than vhe beer of Europe; that 1t in-
creases the animal spirits, and induces
pinguefaction.

‘Fhere may be seen at Paragnay, parti-
cularly i all the isles, a multitude of
birds of various kinds, amongst which are
parroquets ; they do great wjury to th
maize felds of the Tndians, as they are
particularly fond of that sort of grain.

Paraguay ptoduces, accoraing to the
missionar u;,:w,t..ll the species of trees which
are known in u.utep-. In some parts
may beseen the tamous Brasil tree, thouoh
it 18 much more common i the vast and
fine country after which itis numed: they

2150 OTOW, 1) alinost CVery a’.li:t.‘ﬂctmn, an
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mconceivable number of those shrubs
which bear cotton, and which form one of
the princinal sources of opulence in this
part of the country. Sugar-canes grow
spontaneously in moist places, but the In-
dians do not make any use of them.

A tree which is much esteemed, and
which abounds in Paraguay, 1s that from

which is derived the liquor called dra-
aon’s blood. There are several otner usc-
ful resins; and it 1s not unconunon to

meet in the woods with wild cinnamon,
which is sometimes sold 1n Furope {or that
of Ceylon. Rhubarb, vanilla, and cochi-
neal, are also amongst the natural produc-
tions of this country.

Paraguay also produces several singu-
lar fruits, which the missionaries have
but vaguely described. One of these
resembles a bunch of grapes, but each
orape or pip of which 1s nearly as small
as a pepper-corn.  This fruit, which 1s
cailed imbegue, has a very agrecable taste
and smell.  Each grape of the bunch
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contains only a single seed, which 1s as
small as that of nullet, and which, when
cracked m the mouth, is more pungent
than pepper.  The fruit just deseribed 1s
senerally eaten after dinner, or even after
othar meals ; and according to the quan-
tity taken into the ntomach, an easy and
gen‘e evacuation is pmduced In & cer-

tain lenoth of tin

Tie peona, another fruit of this coun-
try, bears some resemblance to the pine-
apple : on which account the name of
pine has been given to the tree which pro-
duces it.  The figure of the pigna, how-
ever, approaches more towards that of the
artichoke ; its vellow pulp is hike that of
the quince, but 1s much superior to it
both in smell and taste.

The tea, or herb of Paraguay, so cele-
brated in South America, is tne leaf of a
snecies of 1lex, about the size of a mid-
dling pear-tree. Its taste is similar to that
of the mallow; and its shape 1s necarly
like the leaf of the orange-tree: it alsa

15
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bears some resemblance to the cocoa of
Peru, whither much of itis conveyed, but
particularly to the parts which contain
the mines, where it 1s consumed by the la-
bourers. The Spanmiards thizk it to be the
more necessary, because the wines 1n those
parts of the country arc prejudicial to
health. Itis conveyed in a dry state, and
almost reduced to powder, and it is drunk
as an ntusion.

The great harvest of this herb takes
vlace near new F/illurica, which is conti-
guous to the mountains of Maracayu, si-
tuated to the east of Paraguay, in about
20 deg. 25 min. S. lat.  This canton is
much estecmed for the culture of the
tree, but it is found in the marshy vallies
which separate the mountains, and not
on.those elevations themselves.

Of this plant there- are sent to Pewy
alone about 100,000 parcels, called ax-
robes, each weighing 25ibs, of 16 oz. to
the pound ; and the price of the arrobe is

zqual to twenty-eight French livres, or
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11. 5s. 4d. sterling, which makes the total
value of this merchandize sent to Peru,
116,6661. 13s. 4d.

The Indians who reside in the provinces
of Uraguay and Parava, under the go-
vernment of the Jesuits, have sown sceds
of this trec, and transplanted them to-
Maracayu, where they have not degene-
rated ; they resemble those of the 1vy.

The people boast of innumerable vir-
tues which this tree possesses ; it 1s cer-
tainly aperient and diuretic ; but the other
qualities attributed to it are doubtful.
The Chapetons, or European Spaniards,
do not make much use of this drink; but
the Creoles are passionately fond of it, in-
somuch that they never travel without a
supply of the herb: they never fail to
drink an infusion of 1t at every meal, pre-
ferring 1t to all sorts of food, and never.
eating till they have taken this favourite
beverage. Instead, however, of drin]{ing
1t separately, as we drink tea in Lurope,
they put the plant i1 a calabash, mounted
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with silver, which they call maté. "They
add sugar to it, and pour on it hot water,
whichthey drink off directly without wait-
ing for a maceration, becausc the liquov
would then become as black as mk. In
order not to swallow the tragments of the
plant which swim at the surface, they use a
silver pipe, the top of which is perforated
into a number of small holes, through
which they suck the liquor without draw-.
ing in the plant. A whole party 1s sup-
plied with the tea by handing round the
same pipe and bowl from one to another,
and filling up the vessel with water as fast
as it is drunk out. The repugnance of
Europeans to drink after all sorts of peo-
ple, in a country where sipbylitic diseases
are very prevalent, has caused the intro-
duction of small glass pipes, which had
beoun to get into use at Lima in the time
of I'rezier.

¢“ The commerce carried on in this herb
from Paraguay,” says the author just
mentioned, ¢¢ takes place at Santa I'¢,
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where it arrives by the river La Plata, as
well as in waggons. There are,” he ob-
serves, ¢ two sorts, one called Ferva de
Palos, and the other, which 1s finer and of
a superior quality, 1s denominated Heerba
de Camum. This last 1 grown on the
lands of the Jesuits, "There areevery year
sent from Paraguay to Peru, upwards of
50,000 arrobes, or 1,250,000lbs. of both
sorts, of which one third 1s of the Camint
kind, without reckoning about 25,000 ar-
robes of that grown at Palos, which g
sent to Chili.”

AnimALs. The animals pecubar to the
whole of Spanish America, are all to be
met with in Paraguay. The Jaguars,
Couguars, and other wild beasts and ser-
pents, seldom hurt those who attack them ;
much more injurlous, however, are the
ants and apes ; for the former, which are
more numcrous in Paraguay than any
where else, devour the tender plants of all
sorts, and prevent them from coming te
peifection : while the apes ravage the



1S9 APPENDIX.

country, rob the trees of their fruit, and
commit extensive depredations in the
corn-fields. Some of these animals are
almost as big as men, and several of the
hordes of Indians k:ll and eat them, not
merely without repugnance, but with
pleasure.

The inhabitants of Paraguay are said
to possess an excellent antidote against
the bite of serpents, ina plant which, for
this reason, is called wiper grass: its vir-
tue is so great, that, on being maccrated
while green, and applied to the bitten
part, it cftects a rapid cure. The water
in which this herb, whether green or dry,
has been infused, 1snot less salutary. The
only account which we have of this plant
has been given by the missionarics ; and
it 1s much to be regretted that they have
furnished vs with no other particulars of
it nientioned.

Towns. Thestate of the towns in Pa-
raguay is but little known. Assuncion, in
Tnglish Asswmption, is the capital of the
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province ; it 1s situated 840 miles from
Buenos Ayres, on tie river of Paraguay..
Though the residence of a bishop and 2
gOvEernor, it 1s but thinly inhabited.

NEEMBOUCOU is a pretty town,situated,
according to M. d’Azzara, 1n 25 deg. 52
min. 24 sec. S. lat. and 99 mles from the
town of Assumotion. Courouguati, ancs
ther town mentioned by &’ Azzara, is 108
miles I&. N. IX, of Assumption.

Of the Listablishments of the Jesuiis

i Paraguay.

The first enterprises of the mission-
aries, who penctrated to the then un-
known centre of South America, were li-
mited to simple excursions. They con-
verted, from time to time, a few Indians;
but there were no great number of Chris-
tians, and there was not a single church
in Paraguay built to the honour of the
true God. The principal and. almost
unique advantage then derived from thew
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labours, was that of the baptism of a few
mfants in a dying condition; they, how-
ever, drew from amongst the infidels such
aduits as embraced the faith, and induced
them to reside on the lands occupied by
the Christians.

Between the years 1686 and 1690, these
fathers represented to the Court of Spain,
that the slow success of their missions
ought to be attributed to the scandal which
the immorality of the Spaniards had ex-
cited, and to the hatred with which their
insolence had inspived the Indians where-
ever they had shewn themselves. 'They
insinuated that, without this obstacle, the
empire of Christianity would be, by their
efforts, extended to the most unknown
parts of America; and that all those coun-
tries might be brought under the domi-
nion of his Catholic Majesty, without ex-
pence or «:{usion of biood. Tt must be
clear, that this opinion of the Jesuits was
raticual ; but how could savage people
be civilized, who were courageous and in-
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tollicent, when they were subjected to the
avidity of a few unprincipled merchaats,
who went amongst them for the purposes
of plunder.  The outrages committed to-
wards the Indians by those adventurers
have been recently proved by Mackenzie
and onrher well-inforinad traveilers.
The dcman-.:l of the Jesuits was just and
reasonable, and it was attended with suc-
cess.  The theatre on which they were
to appear, was pointed out to them ; and
they had a carte blanche for tac whole ex-
cent of the territory.  The governors of
theadiacent provinceswercforbidden toin-
terrupt them, and they were commanded
not to let any Spaniard enter their dis-
tricts without the permission of the fathers.

At first they collected a very small num,_
er of families on the banks of the Ura-
guay ; afterwards they penetrated into
the country, called Guayra, where they
established themselves in the vieiity of
tae great river of Parana; and on the
bunks of the swaller ones of Tibagt
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and Guichay. T'he Portugucse of St,
Paul, in Brasil, destroyed this yising
republic; and the missionaries saved
themselves, with about 12,000 Indians;
when they retreated, with much discern-
ment, to the part where the Parana and the
Uraguay, on forming two opposite bends,
approach each other with their respective
streaums.  San Jonacio and Loreto wers
their two frst poblacions ox towns, Ilers
they laid those slight foundations on whiciy
they raised an edifice that astonished the
whole world, and which added so much
olory to their society as to excite the cuvy
and jealousy of other powers,

The Jesuits laboured witl such inces-
sant zeal, and such judicious paiicy, that
they softened the manners of the most sa-
vage nations ; causcd those hordes most
inclined to a wandering life to retile; ang
brought under their government taose
who had long resisted the arms of the
Spaviards and Portuguese.  They guined
ihousands of famuilies over to their rehi.
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gion, and these soon induced others to
{ollow thelr example, by representing the
tranquillity which they cnjoyed under tae
influence of those holy fathers. The Gua-
sants were the most numerous and most
powerful of the converted nations ; and
thei’s became the predominant language.

We have not room to detail all the
means which were employed to subjngate
<o completety the body and mind of so

many individuals. The Jesuits omitted
nothing that could insure the success of
their mission j while they made every ef-
{ort to increase the number of their adhe-
rents, so as to form a strong and well re-
oulated society, The Indians, who were
convinced of their botter condition by
being able to subsist by agriculture,
lodged in a more salubrious manner, more
properly clothed, cared of their discases,
and governed with a mikidogree of strict-
ness, exhibited such obedicnce and sub-
mission as resembled adoration; and thig
etriking success had been obtained by the
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Jesuits withont viclence, or even coi.
straint. [t is added, that they caused the
Indians to be instructed 1 the military
art, that they accustomed them to the
most exact discipline ; and that the army
which they could form amounted to
60,000 well equipped men. These, how-
ever, are the exagoerations dictated by
envy. The Indians resided in the towns
and villages, where they devoted thems-
selves to agricalture and manufactures;
and many of them even aspired to the li-
beralarts. Nothing, in short, could equal
the obedience of the mhabitants of tius
nrovince, except their content.

Several writers have treated these very
Jesuits with much severity, by accusing
them of ambition, pride, and 2buse of
power, for having caused to be whipped
‘before them not only pomsons of both
sexes, but even the mag'strates, whoin tha
Indians had chosen from amongst thems
selves, and suffering persons of the Inghest
coudition in their districts to kiss the ends
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of their garments, which they considered
as an honour. The Jesuits were also said
Ly their enemies to PoOssess Immense pro-
perty ; that all the manufactures helonged
to them ; that the natural productions of
the country were brought to them ; and

that the treasures annually transmitted to
the superior proved, that their zeal for re-
lioion was not the only motive for tae
miss1ons.

The fathers, however, contented them-
selves with a mild refutation of such ca-
lumnics. They merely asked, wnere were
the pretended gold mies which afforded
them such riches? how it could be pus-
sible to cenceal so much gold ! and whe-
ther any missionary was ever secn m an
equipage proper for a rich man? On the
contrary, when they travelled from one
country to another, they never had any
thing but a pair of bags, or a small box,
which held their linen and provistons.
Aud finally, whether, after their death,
any of them were found to possess gold,
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silver, bills of credit, or other property of
value ?
 Hence 1t appears, that a just political
economy was the only source of the pros.
perity of the religious colonies. For a
long time the Indians were accustomed to
schd to the towns of the Spaniards what-
ever overplus they had of cotton, tobacco,
tea, hides, &c.; and all these effects were
placed in the hands of the Procurator Ge-
neral of the Jesmt missionaries.  This of-
ficer sold or exchanged them to as much
advantage as possible, and after giving
an exact account of the produce, and de-
duct:ng the duties or tribute, he employ-
ed the remainder in purchasing articles of
utility or nccessity for the Indians, with-
out retaining any thing for hunself,
The Indians belonging to tue missions

were [ree people, who were placed under
the protection of the king of Spain, and
who agrecd to pay an annual tribute of
dollar per head. The kings had granted
them certain privileges, in virtue of which
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a1l the women, the men below twenty
cears of age, and above fifty, as well as
tose who had lately embracea Christi-
anity, were exempted from the payment
of the tribute; but, on the other hand,
they were obiiged, i time of war, to join
the Spanish armies, to arim themselves at
their own expence, and to work at the
fortihcations.  They rendered grcat ser-
vices to Spain 1 the war against the Por-
tugucse.

Notwithstanding such sacred compacts,
the monarchs of Kurope mwade no scru-
ple to treat these Christian people like a
horde of wild beasts.  In 1757, a part of
the territory of the missions was ceded
by Spain to the court of Portugal, in ex-
change for Santo Sacramento, in order
that the limus of the possessions of the
kingdoms might be better defined. Tt is
asserted, that the Jesuits refused to sub-
nit to this division, or to sulter them-
sclves to be transferred from one master
te another without their own consent,
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The Indians,according to the accounts i
the London Gazette, took up arms, but
were easily defeated with great siaughter
by the European troops who were sent to
subdue them. The suddenness of this
defeat proves, that they had neither union
amongst themselves, nor chiefs to direct
them, and consequently that the Jesuits
were not concerned in their operation,
n 1767, these fathers were driven from
America, by order of the king, and their
unfortunate converts degraded to the
same footing as the other indigenous in-
habitants of the country.

It 1s very evident that the hatred of a
few Spaniards towards the Indians be-
longing to the missions was so great, that
as Father Aguilar states in his justificatory
memoir, ¢ they wished to force those In-
dians to submit, not merely to the king
of Spain, but also to every Spaniard in-
dividually, as well as to the valets and
slaves of the Spanish subjects; and 1f a
Spaniard of a mongrel breed, or cven
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more deeraded than that, saw an Indian
who did not humble himself before him,
or submit to his caprices, he became ex-
asperated against lnm, and abused him i
the most virulent manner for his want of
respect.

Hence the self-called French philoso-
phers, by declaiming against the Jesuit
mmissionaries, made a common cause with
the tyrants of Paraguay, at the very time
when they were preaching up the neces-
sity of giving freedom to the negroces 1n
the Antilles. Ten years afterwards these
same philosophers, with Voltare at their
head, distributed their flattery and adora-
tion to the monarchs who divided Poland.

Of the Manners of the Abipons, and
some other savage Nalions.

The Abipons inhabit the province of
Buenos Ayres. We shall give a sketeh of
thelr manners. as it 1s in some degree con-
nected with what has been said of the

MISS10RS.
19
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This warlike tribe consists of about
5000 souls: they Inhabit a part of the
country called Yapizlaga, between the
osth and 20th deg. of latitade, on the
banks of theriver of La Plata. They breed
horses, and train up wild ones. Then
arms are lances, about three or tour yard;
long, and arrows which are sometimes
pointed with iron. Thew warlike spivit
has rendered them formdable to the Spa-
niards; and the missionaries have had but
little success amongst them. The blood
of this nation 1s tolerably pure; and the
women are not much browner than the

Spanish females. The features of the
men are regular; and the aquiline nose is
very common amongst them. They have
a custom of tcaring the hair away from
the forchead so as to appear bald, which
has acquired them the name of Culleaus
amongst the Spaniards. They also tear
out the beard, and mark the forehcad and
temples with scars by way of ornaments.
They arc very cleanly, and frequently
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hathe: they are not anthropophagt, as
has been said of some of themr neigh-
bours ; but they have a voracity which 1s
common with all savage people. "Lhey
said to the missionaries, ¢ if you wish us
fo yemain amengst you, youw must grve us
plenty o eut s forwe reselle the beasts,
which eat ai all hours, and ure not like you,
-ho cat but Little and at certain periods.’
In fact, the Indians regulate themselves m
this respect not by the cloci, but by their
appetite, which is always mercasimg.
Polveamy does not appear to be a ge-
neral practice among tiem; but some of
e women adopt the barbarous custom of
killing their children after having suckled
Jiem, in order to bestow ali thelr atien-
tjon upon their husbands.  "t'he cemmon
ace at which they marry 1s from twenty
to twenty-five vears. The girlsare bouoht
from their parents at the price of four
horses, and a few clothes made of pieces
of cloth of different colours, so that they

K 2
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resemble in some degree a Turkey car.
pet.

It has been asserted, that they have no
idea of a Supreme Being, but that they
are much 1n dread of a certamn dwemon, or
evil spirit; and that they have arongst
them magicians, called Kwwed, to whom
they attribute the power of appeasing this
disturber.  But it 1s probable that this
evil spirit is considered by them as the
Supreme Being, to whom they only paya
sort of worship when they think him an-
ory. The Abipons generally bury then
dead under the shade of a tree; and when
a cluef or warrior dies, they kill his horses
on his grave. Some time afterwards they
dig up his remains, and convey them to a
more secret and distant place.

Their opinion of another life i1s evident
by tie care which they take, on burying
theiy dead, to inter with them provisions,
and a bow and arrows, 1n order that they
may procure themscelves a subsistence m
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the other world; and that hunger may not;
ndace them to return to this, to torment.
the livine,

The Mocobs and the Tobas, to the
north west of the Abipons, sneak nearly
the same 1diom ; but the lanyuage of the
Cuaranians is the most extensive.

T'he caciques of this people are nothing
more then ciaiels i case of war, and
judaes in time of peace: their power is
very limited.  The little republics, or
hordes of Indians, disperse with the same
facility as they collect together,  Kach
man being tis own master, they separate
as soon as they ave discontented with the
cacigue, and place themseives under ano-
ther 5 and when they quitany place, they
have so little to leave behind them, that
they casily, and in a short time, repalr
ther Joss.

If we may believe some of the ancient
miss:onarles, tiere are amongst tie Ca-
ci jues magicians, who render their autho-
ity respected by the sorcery which they
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employ in secret against thosewith whom
they are discontented. If they were to
punish them publicly by the regular
maeans of justice, they would defeat theiy
own object ; and hence these 1mpostors
make the people believe, that tigers and
tempests arc under their command, to de-
vour or destroy whomever refuscs to obey
them. The people believe them with the
more readiness, because it 1s not nnusnal
to see those whom tne cacique has threat-
ened, waste away and perish, doubtlessly
because poison has beeri administered to
them in secret.

The Aanacicas, who are more indus-
trious and richer than the other tribes of
Paraguay, live under a government whose
customs resemble, 1n a striking manner,
tnose of the 1slanders of the Pacific Geean.
The cacigue amongst them possesses the
soveretgn authority ; his lands are culti-
vated, and his houses built at the expence
of the public. His table is always co-
vered withthe bestproduce of the country,
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aud 1s supplied free of expence. Mo con-
aderable undertaking can be ventured on
without his permission; he punishes se-
verely thuse who are guilty of any oficnce,
and il treats with impuamity, and accord-
i to his cupricc those with whom he is
discontented.  "The women are m the

came manner submitted to the Wil}. of the

vrincipal wife of the cacique. All the 1n-
dividuals of the horde pav him a tithe of
the vroduce of then hunting and fishing
and they can neitier cateh amnal-.. not "ah
without lils permission.  His authority s,
besides, not merely abrolute, but heredi-
tary @ as soon a3 Uie chdest son 13 at an
ace to conunand, s fathier makes over
his authority to him with much cere-
mony ; and this voluntary yenunclation
only increascs the Jove and respect of the
pcopie for their old master. -

The mytnology of the Manacicas scems
t0 POSSCss sOMe traits of similarity with.
that of the Taitians.  They adinit three
suprenie beings, one of whom is a god-
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defs, who, according to their do&rine, is the
wife of the firft, and the mother of the fecon.
they call the latter Urafana, and the goddefs
is named Duipoci. Thele deities are faid to
fhew themielves from time to time in dreadfy}
forms to the Indians, who afl.irble on ce tain
occafions in the hall of the cacique to drink
and cance. T heir arrival 1s announced by g
oreat noife, and as foon as they appear, the
people cezfe their diverfions, and put forth
fhouts of joy. T'he gods then addrefs them with
anexhortation to eat and drink well, and pro-
mife them an abundance of fith, game, and
other valuabie property : they then, to do ho-
nour to the fealt, demand fomething to drink,
and empty the goblet which 1s prefented to
them, with a quicknefs which would confer
credit or the deities of Valhaliaitfelf, It may
ealily be guefled that the priefts or Adapones
are behind the curtain.

Thefe jugglers alfo alt as oracles: they
announce {carcity or abundance, {torms
or fine weather; they often excite wars, and
never fail to demand for their gods a portion
of the {pail.

"I'he Manaccas believe that the human feul
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s immortal, and that, on leaving the bedy, it
s carried to heaven by the Maponos, to hve
eternallv in joy and pleafure, As [von as an
Indian dies, the Napono difappears for a cer-
tain time, duripg which he {tates that ke s
employed in conducting the foul of the de-
ceafed to the regions of felicity 5 his journey 1s
always conceived to be very difficult, as he has
to pafs through thick forefts, andover rude and
fteep mountains; he has alfo to crofs a great
siver, on which is 2 wooden bridge, guarded
nioht and day by the god Tatutifo.  This di-
vinity is not a bad refemblance of Charon:

his employment is to purity the fouls of all the
fots that they have received while alive. If
2 prieft, who brings a foul, be not properly
refpetful towards this deity, he precipitates
him into the river, and leaves him to drown.
At length the foul arrives at Paradife s but the
Paradife of the Indians 1s only a poor one, for
its plcafures are not very attractive. There is
nothing to be found in it but a kind of gum,
with honey and fith, on which the Indian
fouls are fed. The Mapouno, on his return,
relates a thoufand other ablurdities concerning
his journey, and never fails to get well pad for
his trouble. K §
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‘T'he fmall-pox commits as many ravaees
among the Indian hordes; as the ylasue does
amongf{t us, where it is broue™ t from the Le.
vant, As f{oon as the Lidians perceive thar
any one 1s attacked with this contagicus difealz,
waich generally proves mortal in Paraguoy,
they abandon thetr habitations; and retire i
halte into the woods, after putting near the fick
perfon, provibons {officient to laft hin thres
or four dayve, and from timeto time fomebedy
retur::s to renew the {upply, till the patient ba
either dead or curad.

Father Gattan Cattanéo has d {eribed the

o

manaer 1n which fother Ximencs faw the
Indians fight witha jaguar, or American t'ger,

This miflionary was travelling with three [n-
dians, when they obferved the tiger entera
{fmall wood or coppice, and refolved to gn and
kill it, The father concealed himflf in a
place from which he could obfrve, without
danger, all that pafled. The Indians, who
were accuflomed to this kind of husting and
combat, arranged themfelves as follows: two
of them were armed with lances, anJ the third,
who carried a mufket, placed himfelf between
the others ; they then advanced all abreaft,
and walked round the coppice till they faw the
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icer, when the man with the gun fired, and
Mot the animal in the head. Father Ximenes
.Terts, that, at the fame inftant when the ball
was fired, he faw the tiger transfixed by the
rwo lances s for as foon as the beaft felt itfelf
wounded,it darted forwards upon the perfon who
had fhot it. The two other Indians having a
prefentiment of what wouid happen, held their
lances ready to ffop the animal in 1ts courfe
1 £act, they pierced it in the flanks with ad-
mirable fk.11, and in an inftant held it fufpended
in the air,

PROVINCE OF BUENOS AYRES.

Tuis province, which is fometimes called
-fter the Rio de La Plata, comprifes a vait
{hace of territory on the banks of the great
river of La Plata,  The eaftern partis crofied
by the Uraguay, and it contains a number of
mountains, particularly in the interior: the
other part is an immenfe plaix, which extends
to the bafes of the Andes, and I1s 11 many
parts impregnated with falt and nitre.

Rivers. Theriver LaPlatais formed by

the junétion of feveral large fircams, among
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which the Parana is by far the largeft, op
which account the natives give this name (g
the agoregate rivers, 1 he mame of La Plata
was beftowed on 1t by the Spaniards,

"T'he Parana proceeds from the environs of
Villa del Carmen to the north of Rio de
Janeiro, and is greatly augmented in its courfe
by a number of other ftreams. It fows
through a mountainous country, and after
reaching the large plains receives from the
north the Paraguay, which originates in 2
plain called Campos-Parefis; and which, dur-
ing the rainy feafon, forms the lake of Xarayes,
"T'he Paraguay, before it difembogues itfelf inte
the Parana, receives the Pilcomayo, a large
river, which has 1ts fource nzar Potofi, and
by which the inland navigation from the mines
1s carried on.

The Plata alfo receives the Vermego, and the
Salado, from the fide of the Andes, and the
Uraguay from the fide of Brazil. 1n breadth,
it equals that of the Amazons, and is navigable
by veflels even to the diftance of 4oo leagues
from its mouth. The great cataraét of
Parana is fituated in the z4th deg. of lat. not

far from the city of Guayra, but this cataract,
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according to the account of Dobrizhaler,
ought rather to be termed a long rapid river,
fince the water, for the fpace of twelve leagues,
falls over rocks of a very fingular and fright-
ful form.

Befides the great river juft deferibed, itis

eceflary to mention the Uraguay, a river
which furpafies erther the Rhine or the Elbe,

Atits mouth the eye can [carcely perceive
both the banks at cue time, and at 200 leaguss
higher up it requires an hour to crofs it.  Itis
full of fifhy and is frequented by fea wolves;
its bed 1s interfperfed with rocks, and its courfe
i3 interrupted by feveral rapids. The rivers to
the wefl of La Plata, moftly lofe themfelves in
the marthes or {andy plains.

Winps., The weft wind is here ealled
the Pampero, becaufe it pafles over a plain 306
ieagues long, which is denominated Lias Pama
pas, and inhabited by hordes of migratory In-
Jians, known in that country by the name of
Pampas. This plain extends from Buenos
Ayres, to the conhaes of Chiti s it is perfeltly
level, and covered with very high grafs. The
Pampero not meeting with any thing in its
courfe to check its impetuolity, acquires ada
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ditional {trength till, by running ftraight along
the channel of the river of La Plata, it blows
with fuch fury, that ihips, 1 order to witha
ftand it, are oblized to throw out all their an-
chors, and {trenathen their cables with firnne
chains of iron.  Their approach 1s indicated
b}’ viJ -nt thunder and | 11 ltl‘inﬂ'

CrimaTe, The wint r b-ginsin June,
vwhen 1t rains much, and tae thunder and
lightning are {o viotent, that nething but cuf-
tom can prevent one from being terrified at
fUCh d period. Thtf g[’fﬂl heat of (ummer iS
temperad in thefe recions by a breeze, which
15 felt towards noon.

Propucrions. In the plains there isa
fcarcilv of wood ; but to counteradt this want
thereis a vaft extent of lana it for the purpofes
of agriculture. The foill i1s fandy, with a
mixcure of black mweuld.  The nature of the
mountains on the upper Uraruay, is not
kuown. Helms ailerts, that a filver mine has
been difcovered in them: they produce an
abundance of madicinal plants, but no preciie
defcription has been given of them. On the
fide of Monte-Video and Buenos Ayres, all

forts of fruits are obtained, and particularly the
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duralns, a very dacate ity the tree of

which 15 nealy fimilar to the Karopean peacha
tree, except that its trunk s much larger. The
trecs which producz this fruit are £ numer-

ous in the province in quettion, that they af-
{ford the only wood that is ui'-d for fu-1; not-
withitinding which, no Jiminution 1s apparent
amoncz(t them. The oxenand horfus are found
in fuch numbers, that they require on'y to be
taken by m-ans of a nool , as 15 done by the
Coflicks of the Dog, and the peafants of {ume
parts of lwaly.  "There are alo wild birls and
animals of every fpecies, and particubarly
E
elic

suars, which are larger here than anv where
e.  The animal called here fermizuers,
whlch lives upon nnthing but ants, 15 quite
common tn the Pampas: it has a very lonz
and point>d muzzle.

WiLp OxeN. Thenumber of wild oxen
hiere 15 {0 greaty that every vear 100,0Co are
killed {olely for theiake of their hides. About
t??{fﬂi‘}f huaters on horleback proceed to the
inots where thefe animeass are known to herd,
having in their hands o l(mg ttick, fhod with
o, vory warp, with which they ftoke the
X tnat ey purlue, on oae of the hind legs,
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and they make the blow fo adroitly, that they
almoft always cut the finews intwo above the
joint. The animal foon afterwards falls, and
cannot rife ag.in.  The hunters, inftead of
ftopping, purfue the other oxen at full gallop,
with the reins loofe, {triking in the fame man-
ner all which they overtake; thus eighteen or
twenty men will with eale fell 7 or 300 oxen
in one hour., When they are tired of the
exercife, they difmount to reft, and afterwards,
without danger, knock on the head the oxen
which they have wounded, After taking the
ikin, and fometimes the tongue, and [uet, they
leave the refl for the birds of prey.

WiLp Dogs, Thele animale have de-
{fcended from fome of the dom=iric kinds that
have gone aftray,and have multiplicd toan ex-

oflive degree in the countries near Bucnos
Avyrcs, They live under ground, in Loles,
which may beeafily difcovered by the quantity
ol bones heaped round thein. It may be with
propricty {uppoled that lome time or another,
when the wild oxen are deftroyed, fo that
the dogs cannotobtain them, they will fali upon
men. One of the governors of Buenos Ayres

thought this {ubject {o well worth his attention,
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that he fent fome foldiers 1o deftroy the wild
dor=, and they killed a great numbzr of them
with their mufkets. Buton their resurn, they
were infu'ted by the children of the town, who
are very infolent s they called them mataterros,
which means, dog-killers: whence 1t has
happened that the men, difheartened by 2 falfe
fhame, have never returned to that kind of
hunting.

Horsts. The horfes of Buenas Ayres
are excellent 5 they poflefs all the fpirit of the
Shanifh horfes, from which they have defcende
ed, have an uncommonly fafe foot, and are
furprifingly agile. Their walk 1s fo quick,
and their fteps fo long, that at this pace they
equal the trotting of the horfes 1n France.
Their ftep confifts in raifing exactly, and at
the fame inftant the fore and hind foot, and in-
flead of putting the latter at the fpot where
they had juft refted the oppofite fore foot, they
carry it much farther, which renders therr
motion nearly double as rapid as that of horles
in general; while it is much more ealy for the
sider. They are not diftinguifhable for their
beauty, but their lightnels, gentlenels, courage,
and regularity, may be boafted of. "T'hein.
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habitants make no provilions, cither of hay or
ftraw, for the fupport of thele animals, the
mildnels of the chimate allowing them to praz;
in the ficlds all the year round.

Towns.

Duenos AvRrEs, the capital of the whole
provines of the river i.a Platy is fituated 210
mi.es from its mouth, in 69. deg. 10. min, W,
fen, and 24, degs 25, min, S, late Its fite i3
yery hapdiome.  From the norih fide may be
{cen the river, the width of which is beyond
the react of the eye.  Theenvirons confift of
nothing but exterfive and beautiful neids, ala
ways covered with verdure.

The port of }i%‘u'ﬂ*ms Ayres 1S a'ways ex-
pofzd to the winds, on account of which vedlels
cannot approach very near to the town; while
the toats or {mail craft which go to 1t, are
obliced to make a detour, and enter a {tican
which empties itfel{ into the main river; the
water it this is two or three fathoms d:cp; but
when the tide hus ebbed o the great river, the
branch in queltion cannot be entered,

Buenos Ayres is the relidence of a vice-roy
and a bifhop. It Is fuppoled to contain 3066
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Laulzs, and 40,000 inhabitants.®  T'his city
‘- now the arand emp: ~rtum of ail the commeree
o the provinces of Peruy and the goods are

] i

veyed thi Hther 10 waocons urawn hy nortea.

L]
S

e eonduorors travol imncaravans, on 'u:r‘cztmt

(i oo snto Uiat of La Platas it ha-» a fine {quare
(o rsended awith fuperb buticings, and 4 for-
o co the river, which is the refnicnce of the
g:wf_r:tur. The flrects are periechiy reguial,
with fout-raihs on each fide

'The imm:uﬁ: country which conititutes
the province of Bucnos Ayres, wis formenly
fubjo to the viceroy of Porusg but in 1773,
Hovas erodted into a [eparate governmitnd
which fincludes the greater part of the couniry:
zdjacent to Peru.

Formerly the citizens of Buenos Ayres had
ne coundy ~oul-s 3 el cXCeDE ])EJCEIL‘S, 14181316
of the Ener forts of fruits were produced taerc.

e —

e flome Lupmln'.,;l. s circuiaraeliec o Lite

Priiish merehaids, estimaid « e nuniber of Lithabi-

tants 70,0.0, and Hehnsatounly 25 ot 50,000,
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At prefent, there are few perfons of opulence
but have villas, and cultivate in their gardens
all kinds of fruit, culinary plants, and fowers,
'I'he houles are In general not very highy but
moft of them are built In a lizht and beautiful
manner.

At Buenos Ayres, the men as well as the
women drefs after the Spanilh mode, and all
the fathions are brought thither from the mo-
ther country. The ladies in Buenos Ayres
are reckoned the moft agreeable and handlome
of all South America.

Until the year 1747, no regular poit was
eftablithed either in Bucnos Avres, or the
whole province of Tucuman, notwithitanding
the great intercour(e and trade with the neigite
bouring provinces: but, in 1748, the Vice-
roy Don Andonacgui inftiwied regufar potts

Buenos Ayres is well {upplied with provis
fions; of frefh meat in particular theie s fo
great an abundance, that it is frequently dif~
tributcd gratis to the poor. The river water
is rather muddy, but it foon becomes clear and
drinkable, by being kept in large tuvs of
earthen veflels.  Qf fifh, too, there 1s great
abundance.
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Neither in the diftriét of Buenos Ayres, nor
in Tucuman, does any {now ever fali: fome-
times it freezes a little, fo as to cover the
water with a thin coating of ice, whicn is col-
leCted and prefirved with great care, for the
putpofe ot cooling their liquors.,

That the climate of Buenos Ayres is very
{elubrious, appeais trom the proportion of the
births to the deaths; and confequently the
city has not been improperly named. In June,
July, Augult, and September, however, fogs
arife from the river, which aff. ¢t the lungs and
brealt. "I'he vehement winds too, which blow
from the pampas, or plains, and are therefore
called Pamperes, prove very troublefome to
the inhabitants.

MonTE-VIDE0., Thisis a town oa the
river of La Piaia, about fixty miles from its
mouth, 1t has a large and convenient har-
bour, and the climate s mild and agreeable,
L'he markets are plentitully fupplied with fith
and meat at a very cheap rate,  Its prucipal
trade is mn ieather. It is r1¢o miles from
Luenos Ayres, to which you may pais by

and or water, and is in 34 deg, §6. miz, g {ec
3 atitude,




a1 A APPENDIX.

SAaN SacrameNTO., This 15 a fown
oppolite Buenos Ayres: it was founded by the
Portucucf~, about ninety miles from Montes
Video, and was ceded to Spam i 1778,

SaNTA-FE ‘samiddling-fized town, ubous
240 miles from Bucnos Ayies.

MANNERS OF THE SPANIARDS. Don
Pernetti has given a curious pilture of the
Spaniards of Monte-Video. Lo {lecp, talk,
fnioke a fecary and ride on horfeback, are the
occupations 11 which they pafs three-fourths
of the day. '1'he great abundance of provi-
{ions gives faciity to their idlenefs, befides
which, there are amongft them many perfons of
property, {o that they all appear anxious tolive
in {tyle, and have nothing to do.

The women during the whole of the morn.
ing iit on {tools in their entrance halls, having
under their feet, firfty a cane mat; and over
that a piece of the {tuff made by the ladians,
or a tiger’s {kin. T hey amufe themf{elves with
playing on a guitar, or fome fimilar inftrue
ment, which they accempany with their voice,
while the nesrefles prepare the amnner.

In thefe countries jealoufy does not difturd
either fex. The men publicly acknowledy
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their illegitimate children, who become the
heirs of their fathers. Therz is no fh.mie at-
tached to baflardy ; becaufe the Jaws fo far
authori{e promifcuous iatercourfe, as to grant
to the children which refult from 1t the tide
of menticfolks

'T'ne women, though covered by a veil in
public places, Jive at hume with as much free-
dom, to fay the leaft of it, as females do in
Fiance ; they receive company as they do in
France; and do net {ufier themielves to be pref-
fcd to dance, fing, or play on the harp, guitar,
or mandoltae.  In this refpect they are much
more compizifant than French women, if we
may ciedit the aflertion of Don Pernetti—
VWhen they are not nccupiad 1n dancing, they
{it continuaily on the flools already mentioned,
which thev {fometimes place ouilide the Coor.
‘The men are not allowed to fit among them,
unlels they are invited, and fuch a favour 1s
conftdaered as a great famuliarity,

At Monte-Video, alively and very lalci-
vious dance is much pracufed; it s caled
calenda, and the negrocs, as well as the mu-
lattozs, whofe conftitutions are fanguine, are
exceffively fund of it "This dance was mtroo
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duced in America by the negroes who were
imported from the kingdom of Ardra, on the
coalt of Guinea, and the Spaniards have
adopted it in all their eftablifhments. It s,
however, fo indecent as to fhock and aftoni{h
thofe who are not in the habit of {ecing it pet.
formed. The accounts which have been
given of this licentious recreation are fo dif-
ferent from what is conceived in Europe, that
a particular detail of them would refemble
a ftory of Lia Fontaine, rather than a matter of
fact.

The common people, in which are included
the mulattoes and negroes, wear, inftcad of 2
cloak, a picce of ftuff, in ftripes of different
colours, which appears like a fack, having only
a hole at top for the admiflion of the head s 1t.
hangs over the arms down to the wrift, and
reaches, both before and behind, down to the
calf of the leg; it is fringed all round at the
bottom. 1 he men of every clals wear it when
they ride on horfeback, and find it much more
convenient than the common closk. The
governor thewed one of thefe habilimants to
Meflis. Bougainville, Pernetti, &c, which was
embroidered with gold and filver, and had cott
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him upwards of 300 piaftres. Thefame drefles
are made at Chili, in fuch a ftyle as to coft
2000 and it 1s from that country that they
have been imported at Monte-Video. ‘This
drefs is known by the name of poncho or chony :
it {ecures the wearer from rain, is not ruflled
by the wind, and not only ferves him for a
coverlid at night, but alfo for a carpet when
he refts in the fields,

PROVINCE OF TUCUMAN.

THIs province extends along the Andes,
oppofite to Chilty which it {eparates from Pa-
raguay and Buenos Ayres. It is fituated be-
tween the 3d and z4th parallel of 3. latitude.

Aecount of the Soily Mountuins, and Rivers.

TuE ramifications of the Andes extend along
the northern part of this province, in confe-
quence of which its chmate is very cold.—
The fouthern part is nothing but a vaft plain;
and 1t appears that the whoie of Tucuman is
formed of low grounds: for feveral rivers,
when they reach it, not being able to pals on-
wards to the fea, form lakes in different parts.
This country bears a ftrong refemblance to

L.



018 APPENDIX.

Tartary and Little Bucharia. The two prin.
cipal rivers of Tucuman are the Rio Salad),
which, after paffing through a fwampy coun-
try, joins the river of La Plata and the Rig
Dolce, which empties itlelf into the lake of
Porongas, ‘The valley of Palcipas, which
runs between two branches of the Andes,
gives paflage to a confidcrable river, which
empties itfelf into a lake: ail toe rivers of the
province of Cordova run into fancy plas,
except the Tercero, which empties itlelf into
Ta Plata,

CrLiMATE. The climate of Tucuman is
in winter very cold anddry. "Thelpringisan-
nounced by violent rains 3 and the heat of fum-
mer is great and fudden. "This temperatuie,
which is natural in a country furrounded by
high mountains, is not agreeable, but the peo-
ple are accuftomed to ity and Tucuman i$ CON«
fidered to be an uncom:nonly falubrious coun-
try. 'The environs of the lakes and marfhes

ought, however, to be excepted.
PropucTrons. In the parts wherc the

plains are fertilized by rivers, the country 1S €O=
vered with excellent paflurage, and every year
they affordan abundant produce of cxen, theep,
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ftags, and other cattle. Game is fo abundant,
that it is met with at almoft every {tep, and
the animals are frequently taken by the band.
Pigzons and partridges are uncommonly nu-
merous, though it muft be admitted, that they
are not fo good as thofe of Europe. Maize,
vines, cotton, and indigo, are cultivated with
oreat {uccefs; and the forefts between the
Rio Dolce and the Salade contain tmmenfo
quantities of bees.

There arefaid to be in Tucuman two mines
of gold, one of filver, two of copper, and two
of lead, the people manufalture a quantity of
woollen and cotton {tuffs; and a fine mine of
rock falt has lately been difcovered.

Towns. The principal towns 1n this
orovince are the Salta of Tucuman, which is
the refidence of a governor, and is f{ituated in
a very fertile valley ; Jujui, Ricja, San-Fer-
nando, Saint-Jacques de PE{terro, San-M.i-
suel, and Cordova, the laft of which is the refi-
dence of a bifhop, and the beft town in the
province. 1 he Fathers of the Company of
Tefus had a celebrated univerlity at Cordova,
where the young Spaniards of South America
were fent to be inftructed in the (ciences.

L 2
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There arc feveral other colonies of Spaniards
difper(ed through the immenfe plains of Ty
cuman, which take the name of towns, though
the inhabitants are not numerous, It is faid
that they arc from 150 to 180 miles diftant
from each other; and the roads which lead to
them, are fo difficult and barren as fometimes
to require twenty days to travel from one to
the other; and even the environs of the towns

are faid to be fo irregular or uneven, that a
corregidor belonging to one of them, who was
riding in his carriage, had one of his eyes
knocked out by the branch of a tree, which
entered the coach window,
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rj. HE following deseription relates to
what is commonly called the kigdom of
Chili; which is Clnly proper, that lies to
the west of Andes, as well as New (R,
and the province of Cuyo, to the cast of
those mountans.

It has already been observed, that Cuyo
and New Chili are dependent on the vice-
royalty of La Plata; while the presi-
dency of St. Jago only includes Chili
proper, But the judiclary and ecclesias<
tical division of those places is very dif-
ferent from those of the other govern.
ments and vice-royalties.

SITUATION AND LxTENT. Chil pro-
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per lies on the shore of thie Pacific Oeeay,
between the 23d and 45th deg. of 8, lar
and the 304th and 308th deg. oi lon. (o
the cast of the Atrst meriqian ol the s
of Fervo, 1ty length from north to sout)
13 botween 1500 and 1050 mildes; and it
width froni cast to west about 210 miles,
whici comprises the chain of the Andes.
It is bounded to the west by the Pacifie
Ocean ; to the north by Peru; to tie cast
by Tucuman; and to the south by the
countries of Magellan. It 15 separated
from all these regions by the Andes.
The province of Cuyo lies betiveen
Chili and Tucuman, from the 30th to
35th parallel of latitude. New Chili ex-
tends indefinitely to the south of the
province of Cuyo, towards the Pampas
of Buenos Ayres, and the deserts oi Pata-
ponia.
- CrmvarTe.  This kingdom is one of
the finest in all America.  Iis chimate 1s
temnerate and salubrious; 1ts soil is fer-

tile, and it always has a clear sky. It



